
Natalians conspicuous 
by Lipton Cup absence 
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TIE Durban sailing burgees are flying at half-mast 
ollowing the shock revelation that neither Point 
acht Club nor Royal Natal have managed to 

muster the effort to defend their pride or honour to 
wrest theJoko Lipton Cup back to Natal. 

When the regatta starts at Club Mykonos on Satur
day, 19 yacht clubs from throughout South Africa will 
take to the Langebaan lagoon. Natal will be represent
ed by a sole entry, the University of Natal's MSC Galac-

. tica, co-skippered by Neil Tocknell and Patrick Jolly. 
Point's absence is a severe indictment of the con

tinuing slump of yacht racing in the Garden Province. 
In their former glory years, Point swept to a record
reaking six wins in the regatta -a yardstick which-

was only equalled last year by Zeekoevlei Yacht Club. 
With Zeekoevlei's now bidding for a record num

ber of victories - all under the sailing partnership of 
Chris King and Rick Nankin - Point will not even be 
back to try and frustrate their efforts. 

Coming so soon after South Africa's successful 
return to the Admiral's Cup, an all-Cape effort after the 
Natal yacht clubs hadn't even replied to overtures 
from the team to submit the names of Natalian sailors 
and yachts to make the campaign a truly national 
effort only serves to emphasise why South African 
yacht racing has become so entrenched in Cape Town. 

Three Transvaal clubs, Defence Yacht Club from 
Pretoria, Deneysville Yacht Club and Aeloians, have 
made the arduous trip to Langebaan to compete with 
little hope of winning, but continuing a deserved tra
dition which has seen them take part year after year. 

The R250 000 silver-gilt-edged 
Sir Thomas Lipton Trophy has 
remained in Cape clubs' cabinets for 
the past 10 years, alternating 
between Zeekoevlei, Hout Bay and 
Royal Cape since the latter club 

·went to Durban and regained the 
coveted cup back in 1985. 

At the Western Province L-26 
championships at Langebaan at the 
weekend, Algoa Bay Yacht Club's 
ECL Challenger (Michael Giles) 
earned opponents' respect by win
ning all three races they sailed. 

Zeekoevlei were absent, and 
Hout Bay's Maxtec, skippered by 
Jannie Reuvers, was the fastest yacht on the water, 
eventually winning from Royal Cape. 

In recent years Davis, who won the cup for Hout 
Bay in 1991 in a whirlwind year when he completed 
the double with a Rothmans Week triumph and the 
Yachtsman of the Year award, has probably suffered 
the worst luck of any skipper in Lipton Cup. 

Last year, a 20-percent penalty for a collision at the 
top mark overturned what would have been a five
point advantage going into the final race to a quarter
of-a point deficit to Zeekoevlei. And in 1992, as 
defending champion, Davis was leading the last race 
on his way to retaining the trophy until proceedings 
were cancelled due to the windless conditions. 

Over the years fierce protest room battles have 
emerge as a significant feature of the regatta, but this 
year there is a significant amendment to the rules in 
that competitors can stay out of the protest room. 

For infringements, they will be able to acknowl
edge their sins by performing a 720 turn which will 
enable them to fight back from collisions, port-star
board infringements and calling for water disputes. 

Following last year's murmurs when fingers were 
pointed at Zeekoevlei's Daly's Insurance, with insinua
tions that the yacht, built in the Transvaal, had a thin
ner and lighter hull than the coastal-built entries, it 
would have been expected that 1'he L-26 committee 
would have cleared up the confusion once and for all 
by weighing, at least, the leading contenders. 

This has not materialised, but a crew weight limit 
of 420 kg will apply/which could see some frantic last
minute dieting in the run-up to the first gun. 

There are no discards for Lipton Cup and thus no 
margin for error. Like the Admiral's Cup, consistency 
over all the races in the regatta is likely to prove the 
crucial quality for winning'in the final analysis. 

The bridge officer will once again be Viv James, 
who has earned respect from all in recent years for set
ting fine courses out on the water. 
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SEVEN of South Africa's leading waterskiers have been 
selected to represent the country at the European 
junior and Dolphin championships at Krenek, Czech 
ilepublie,starting next week:enc:t;---~---~ 

The squad, consisting of three Dolphin (u-14) and 
four junior (u-17) skiers, has been rated by Kallie Jou
bert, chairman of the SA Tournament Waterski Associ
ation, as "probably the strongest to represent South 
Africa in several years. And it is expected that the 
youngsters will bring home several medals." 

The team includes the current national men's open 
trick and ramp-iump record holder, Matthew Blum
berg of Port !li~beth, who is still eltlft>le to ski as a 
junior. He has also been selected for the South African 
team to compete in the world championships in the 
open age group in France later this year. . 

Other juniors are Mark Griffioen of Virginia, the 
current South African junior trick-ski record holder, 
Karl Joubert of Welkom, the South African junior 
slalom record holder, and Kerry-Jane Leppan, the 
national junior girls' slalom record holder. 
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Representing the Dolphin team 
will be Capetonian Julian du Preez, 
who won a bronze medal in the 
ramp at last year's event, Dino Mon
tepara of Helderkruin, and Sean 
Bezuidenhout of Gauteng: 

Last year the South Africa team 
finished in a creditable fifth posi
tion in the competition which fea
tures ramp, slalom and trick ski. The 
country's juniors were in eighth 
spot and the Dolphins in fifth. 

This year the South Africans will 
be squaring up against more than 
150 skiers from 25 countries. 

THE six South African Police divers who joined well
known Cape diver Steve Williams to dive Boesma.n's 
Gat in the hope of recovering Deon Dreyer's body or 
finding'diving gear returned this week. 

They were overawed by the extent of this under
ground cavern. Group leader W /0 Theo van Eeden 
said: "A diver is like one star in the vastness of space". 

Two sets of 800-watt lights were used, but it just 
showed how huge the area is and the virtually impos
sible task of finding anything. The area is as big as five 
rugby fields and 285 metres deep. 

Any sports diver who wants to dive there must real
ly ask himself what he is hoping to achieve. If he 
strikes a problem, he is beyond any help. 
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THE allrounders competition for Cape underwater 
clubs is progressing well. August, normally the most 
difficult month, has so far has been kind to divers. 

THE RESULTS 

Spealftlhl!C: 1 False Bay UC A, 2 UCT, 3 Proteus, 4 CURG, 5 False Bay B. 
The women's teams withdrew. 
Scuba: Men: 1 CURG, 2. False Bay A, 3 False Bay A/Proteus. Atlantic and 
UCT did not arrive. Women: 1 Proteus B, 2 Proteus A, 3 FBUC A. 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

Mlrtne Science Feltlval: Hosted by UCT, Sea Fisheries, SA Museum on 
September 23-27, 1995. 
N8tlonlll Mlllne Day: October 28-November 4, 1995. 
T-DMI: December 9. More information from Di Froude at 72-8911. 


