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IT isn't hard to see why Greg Davis, the helmsman of 
the Sotith African Champagne Mumm Admiral's Cup 
yacht Sansui Express, commands such respect from his 
fellow sailors. · 

Had the Capetonian, who has sailed every type of 
yacht from dinghies to Whitbread round-the-world rac
ers, not persisted in investigating the tiny hairline crack 
in the yacht's keel last Friday, South Africa's return to 
the Grand Prix of sailing would in all probability have 
been remembered as a disaster. 

When the yacht came out of the water for a routine 
scratch-repair job, the tiny crack at the base of the hull 
where the three-ton lead.keel is attached prompted lit
tle more than pu¢ed interest. The ~w memberum'" 
initially set just to po II it, po sh it up an put the 
boat back in the water for last Saturday's start of the gru
elling 605-mile Fastnet race. 

But Davis was concerned and insisted on drilling 
through the lead to make absolutely certain before the 
yacht started the Fastnet. 

The resultant discovery was a shock to the South 
Africans: the crack had extended halfway through the 
keel, which was almost certain to snap off in the first 
strong blow of the race. 

That could have resulted in the yacht's turning tur
tle, and it could easily h-:ive sunk with the liferaft 
trapped beneath the surface of the water, thereby plac
ing the lives of the nine yachtsmen on board in danger 
with the possibility of serious injury. 

Following the discovery and a flurry of correspon
dence with Bruce Farr, the world's leading yacht design
er who created the ILC-40, a contingency repair job was 
hatched. Davis was one of the crew members who 
spent alffiost the whole night and the next day working 
frantically to beat the deadline for the start of the race. 

His meticulous attention to detail also favoured the 
Americans who, having seen the consequences, decid
ed to check the keel of their ILC-40, Pigs in Space, a 
yacht which has been crossing swords with Italy's Brava 
Q8 throughout the regatta fn a contest crucial to the 

salt prefers a steady breeze to a frustrating battle to 
catch the elusive puffs of wind-the 10-year-old record 
·of two days twelve hours was safe for at least another 
two years. 
, With 4,5 points more available for the Fastnet than 
the in-shore day races, the end result of South Africa's 
tJuee yachts, Sansui Challenger (Geoff Meek), Sansul 
Express (Greg Davis) and Sansui Sprinter (Chris King), 
will be crucial to their aspirations of bettering the coun
try's best-ever result, a sixth place. 

But win, lose or draw, South Africa have still 
returned to win their first races _at the regatta, two by 
Sansul Challenger and one by Sansui Express so far. 
And ~pe Town, tbe only city in the world now playing 
host to all four round-the-world races- the BOC Chal
lenge, the BT Challenge, the Whitbread and the Grand 
Minstral - has been firmly recognised in the sailing 
world as one of the sport's great centres. 

Whether the Mother City will ever be.able to emu
late the Isle of Wight, which attracted 16 000 visitors 
and hundreds of yachts to Cowes for a spectacular half
an-hour fireworks display the night before the start of 
the Fastnet, ls debatable. 

But then Cowes and sailing are synonomous. Dur
ing the breathtaking start of the Fastnet - as 248 

entualdt!!.tjnation..of the Admiral's~ _ 
To their horror, the Americans discovered the same yachts, double the biggest Cape-to-Rio entry of 1976, 

problem - although not as severe as South African blanketed the five-mile Solent in a kaleidoscope of 
yacht's - and Pigs in Space was oniy back in the water bright coloured spinnakers -one British yachtsman 
half-an-hour before Sansui Express went back in a mere said: "There were 1 400 entries when they sailed the 
hour before the off. (60-mile) Round-the-Island race in June." 

South Africa had chartered the yacht from its owner, As their historic Admiral's Cup draws to a close, 
fashion tycoon Thomas Friese, who is also campaigning South Africa's target is already being set for 1997. 
his Mumm-36, Thomas I Punkt, as Germany's.small The team captain, Dave Abromowitz, said: "We 
boat in his fourth involvement in the Admiral's Cup. would like to come back with a bigger budget. The 

Despite the flawless preparation of the Germans, the other participating countries are able to hire some of 
South Africans were stunned to learn from them that the world's greatest yachtsmen on board their yachts, 
they pad been aware of the crack which had been and we would like to be able to do the same." 
around for some time and had merely been covered He added that South Africa were also striving to put 
with polyfl.ll. a Whitbread round-the-world yacht into the water to 

"It isn't the ideal way to prepare for the race," Davis return to the Solent for the start of the epic 32 000-mile 
said. "We are physically and mentally drained, and one contest in 1997 which "we regard as the pinnacle of 
doesn't get much time during the Fastnet to' catch up ocean racing". 
on lost sleep. Time will tell what course South African sailing will 

"If you want to win, you have to be on the weather- plot during its future sailing voyage. 
rail-and4rimming-sails,-concentrating on squeezing-
every knot of speed out of the boat the whole way." DO O o o o 

In a race which eventually materialised as a slow 
and tough light-airs affair- every yachtsman worth his FORMER Zimbabwean Dennis Pearson, the 62-year-old 

ageless wonder of swimming, is. poised to set the long
distance cat among the pigeons when he returns to 
Cape Town in October. 

Pearson, now living in the United States, ls a man 
who attributes his remarkable feats not to Salusa 45, but 
to non-smoking, drinking very little aJ}d eating well. He 
has just set a record in his age group in Key West by 
winning the 12,5-mile Coral Springs Masters event in 7 
hours 16 minutes. 

"I did. very little training for the event; probably 30 
minutes three times a week," he said. "I teach tQddlers 
to swim, so being in the water with them keeps Die fit." 

Last year he swam the six miles from Robben Island 
to~· ang this year he says he's coming back to 
challenge the 11-km distance to Three Anchor Bay in 
another record attempt for his age group. 

First woman 

As a man immensely proud of his swimming, Pear
son likes to challenge his peers and has ruffled some 
feathers along the way by, in particular, insisting that 
he - and not Peter Bales, chairman of the Cape Long
Distance Swimming Association - was the first South 
African male to swim the English Channel in 1959. ' 

Thirty years earlier, Capetonian Peggy Duncan had 
become the first South African and the first women to 
conquer the Channel. 

Bales will quite rightly insist that Pearson is a Zim
babwean, but Pearson says he regards himself as a South 
African as he had spent many years living in the coun
try while teaching swimming. 

Now he says that swimmers who complete the 6-km 
distance to Blouberg should not be given certificates or 
recognised as island swimmers. He belleves only the 11-
km Three Anchor Bay feat provides a genuine yardstick. 
His contention is that too many people are swimming 
the Blouberg option. 

000000 

THE False Bay Underwater Club started the allrounders 
competition on the right note by beating its B team in 
underwater hockey, drew with UCT and had Atlantic 
concede the points. 

The spearfishing was postponed from last Sunday 
for a better day later in the month, but divers had one 
of the best days of winter, diving on Saturday with no 
wind and flat, very clean water. 

The next discipline on the schedule is Scuba orien
teering on Saturday, with Sunday as the alternate date 
for spearfishing. 

False Bay divers who could not find a place on a boat 
the previous Sunday had their chance to dive on thi 
Maritzburg. Consensus among club members is thal 
this is the most successful wreck reef yet sunk. 

The minesweeper is completely covered with 
growth from stem to stem, and even on the ceiling and 
insides are many small pods of redbait as well as a few 
big ones. 

Small.reef fish are already.establishing a home there. 
The Smits wrecks in 30 metres just cannot compar.e 
because of the abundance of sea life on the Maritzburg, 
which is in 20 metres of water. 
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