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THE South African flag was flying 
proudly across the English Chan
nel in the Admirals Cup yesterday 
with one of the country's yachts 
sharing the lead and another chal
lenging for it in the 605 mile fast
net race. 

Maintaining the performance 
with the ILC-40, Sansui Express, 
skippered by Bruce Savage, in joint 
first place with Irelands Jameson 3, 
Gordon Maguire, and Sansui 
Sprinter, Chris King, only one mile 
astern of Scandanavias Skandia, 
Gunnar Krantz, would see South 
Africa leap dramatically up the 
leaderboard at the end of the race 
at Plymouth this week. 

One hundred and six miles into 
the race, in light winds near Ply
mouth with the fleet averaging 
around five knots, South Africa's 
big boat, Sansui Challenger, skip
pered by Geoff Meek, ,was lying 
sixth in its class but only six miles 
astern of the pacesetters with three 
yachts, Italy's Capricomo, Rinaldo 
de! Bono, Scandanavia's Mean 
Machine, Peter de Ridder, and Ger
manys Pinta, Willi Illbruck, shar
ing the lead. 

The country's chances of per
forming in the grand finale to the 
regatta had, however, been hang
ing in the balance in the build-up 
to Saturday's start of the race when 
a shocking discovery to the middle 
ach ansuiEx ress, revealed 
at er -t6n ea ee was on the 

verge of falling off. 
Greg Davis, the yacht's helms

man, emerged as a hero for the 
team on Friday night when he 
probed a hairline crack to discover 
the keel - which keeps the boat 
from turning turtle - was badly 
damaged and almost certain to fall 
off during the race. 

Discovery 

Prior to Davis' discovery, the 
crew were set to polyfill the crack 
and put the boat back in the water. 

111 am not sailing this boat with 
this keel until I am absolutely 
sure," Davis told fellow crewmen. 
After drilling into the keel he dis
covered thafthe criffl< was far 
more serious - extending halfway 
through the keel at the base of the 
hull of the yacht. 

The South Africans believed 
that the keel was' almost certain to 
come off which would have seen 
the yacht turning turtle, placing 
their lives at risk and resul~ing in a 
sea rescue for the nine crew. 

After the South African discov
ery the American team, who are 
leading the regatta, then decided 
to check the keel of their middle 
boat, Pigs in Space, a sistership to 
Sansui Express, and discovered the 
same problem. 

Initially it w~s feared South · 
Africa and America would have to 
withdraw the yachts when the 
designer, Bruce Farr, faxed them 
adviCe from America, saying repair 
work would take several days and 
it would be too dangerous for 
them to sail the race. 

However, after consulting with 
international yachting experts at 
Cowes, they worked throughout 
the night and the whole of Satur
day to drill lead out of the keel and 
insert metal plates to stabalise it. · 

The job was only completed 
one hour before the start of the · 
race when they managed to put 
the boat back in the water. 


