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DALE GRANGER 
COWES . 
Tiere was an air of revitalised confidence in 

he South African s,ailing team at the Cham
pagne Mumm Admirals Cup in Cowes yes

terday following their historical double victory of 
, the day before when they became first South 

African yachtsmen ever to win races at the off
shore world championship of sailing. 

Following a mammoth celebration the night 
before, the team - the first from South Africa to sail 
.at the Admiral's Cup in 20 years -yesterday relaxed 
on a laday by playing golf and visiting nautical 
museums on the mainland in preparation for 
today's final-day race, the Kenwood Cup, and Sat
urday's grand finale at the start of the crucial 605 
mile Fastnet race - a do-or-die affair counting for 
triple points which can make or break Admiral's 
Cup campaigns. 

Following a string of poor results, Tuesday's 
breakthrough came first came when South Africa's 
middle boat, the ILC-40, Sansui Express, skippered 
y Olympic sailor, Bruce Savage, crossed the line to 

'vin the second race of the day by seven seconds 

· from Scandanavia's Fram, skippered by the King of 
Norway, King Harald. 

And in the third and final race of the day, 
champion South African yachtsman, Geoff Meek, 
sailing the big boat, the ILC-40, Sansui Challenger, 
executed a perfect start over the line to lead the 
fleet on the first beat. She never relinquished her 
lead despite dying winds which eventually called 
for a shortening of the race. 

All three boats in the team posted their best 
results of the regatta and the small boat, Sansui 
Sprinter, skippered by Chris King, was poised for 
victory in the final race before being snared in a 
hole and forced backwards just before the final 
mark. They could only watch in frustration as the 
rest of the fleet came through from astern on a 
flyer and Sansui Express suffered a similar fate 
which denied South Africa four victories for the 
day. 

The result has lifted South Africa to fifth posi
tion overall and not even a succesful protest from 
Italy's big boat, Capricorno, which cost Sansui 
Challenger four points for failing to give way, just 
before the line in the first race with the Italians on 
starboard tack and the South Africans on port 

could dainpen spirits. 
Ellian Perch, charterer of Sansui Express, said 

the team had tprashed out their problems in a 
frank three-hour session on Monday night after 
which they were able to sail without panicking 
and with new~found confidence to point the boat 
into the wind more acutely for enhanced speed. 

American Jim Brady, navigator for Dennis Con
ner in this years America's Cup and skipper of the 
USA's Mumm 36, No Problem, complimented the 
South Africans for their sailing and Sansul Sprinter 
tactician Rick Nankin said: "We've always know 

1 we've got it and were chipping away at our prob-
1 lems. We just needed a few breaks to put it all 
together. We can still improve by keeping con
stant throughout the race and not lapsing in con
centration". 

"I think everybody has calmed down a bit and 
are getting used to the racing. We are competing 
against the stars of world sailing and the America's 
Cup. They're used to this racing and have been 
doing it for a long and we haven't, "said Barry de 
Kock, grinder on Sansui Challenger. 

Looking towards the famous Fastnet race, 
which will be sailed by a fleet of 236 yachts (dou-

ble the record 120-boat fleet of the 1976 Cape-to
rio race) from Cowes past Lands End to the Fastnet 
Rock off the SW coast of Ireland and back to Ply
mouth, the South Africans are aware that both pre
vious Admiral's Cup regattas have been won and 
lost in the race. 

In 1991 a sweeping performance by the French 
catapulted them from sixth position to first place 
and two years later first Italy and then Australia 
were denied victory in the final day of the race 
when broken masts on their yachts gave Germany 
the Cup. . 

The '24-boat Admiral Cup fleet will start seper
ately from the rest of the fleet which includes some 
of the world's great maxi yachts and Whitbread 
round-the-world racers. 

South African Colin Richardson will be at the 
helm of the Whitbread W-60, Viper and Jan 
Reuvers and Greg Prescott are onboard the 
Swedish Whitbread maxi, Nicorette, which is bid
ding for line-honours with stiff competition from 
the SA-built maxi, Broomstick, winner of the first 
Cape-to-Rio race, a spectacular new R11m Amri
can maxi, Sagemore, and the Corum racing team's 
newly purchased Whitbread racer, Corum. 


