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Double- delight as SA b.low away the oppositio.n 
COWES (England). - South 
Africa enjoyed a highly-suc
cessfu l day as the United 
States tightened their grip on 
the Admiral's Cup yesterday. 

SA's mid-sized ILC 40 yacht, 
owned by Cape Town business
man Ellian Perch, won a tight 
race and their big boat, Sansui 
Challenger, also managed a 
victory later in the day. 

There was a stiff breeze as 
all 24 yachts from eight nations 

comP,eted on the fifth day of 
the event. ' 

Scandanavia's small Mumm 
3~lass boat, skippere<rhy 
Gunnar Krantz, won her class 
ahead of the South Africans, 
who put in a much-improved 
performance on a day to re
member for skipper Chris King 
and his crew. 

Germany, desperate to keep 
hold of the cup they won in 
1993, also improved as Willi Ill-

bruck's Pinta won the big boat 
class ahead of Keith Jacobs in 
Hong Kong's Bimblegumbie '97 .. 

In the middle-sized ILC 40 
class, Italy's superb Brava Q8 
returned to winning ways, just 
beating America 's Pigs in 
Space. 

In the second race, the South 
African ILC 40 Sansui Express 
recorded a thrilling win, 
squeezing across the finish line 
just seven seconds ahead of its 

nearest rival, King Harald of 
Norway's Fram XII. 

The other two classes were 
won by Germany. 

In the third race of the day, 
the Corum Trophy race post
poned from Monday because of 
a lack of wind, there was fur
ther SA joy as David Horwitz's 
big boat, skippered by Geoff 
Meek, took the honours two 
minutes ahead of its nearest ri
val; the British boat Group 4 
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Seahorse. 
King at the helm of Sansui 

Sprinter, came third in his 
class to help South Africa 
move up one place overall to 
fifth in their first Admiral 's 
Cup for 20 years. 

In spite of winning just one 
class race all day, the Ameri
cans cont;nued to pull clear of 
the chasing pack with a dread
ful error by the Italians in the 
day's first race proving costly. 


