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D H~pp.in~ss is ... holding aloft the magnificent Lipton Cup. Victorious Zeekoevlei crew members on Frank 
G Mmrntt rn Hout Bay yesterday, from left, Alex Voye, Ken van Wyk, Chris King, Rick Nankin and Allan Keen. I . . Picture: WILLIE de KLERK, Weekend Argus 

Grumblings over Lipton result 
STEVE PIKE 
ZEEKOEVLEI are the holders 

1 of the Joko Lipton Cup after the 

I final and deciding race was 
abandoned yesterday because of 
lack of wind. 

In spite of a fierce protest by 
"arch-rivals" Judron, from Hout 

' Bay, who claimed that the race 
committee had insufficient rea
son to call .off the event, the or
ganisers upheld their decision. 

Skippers Chris King and Rick 
Nankin, who won the cup for 
their club three times in a row, 
from 1988 to 1990, were jubilant 
as they accepted the silver,gilt 
trophy, valued at R500 000, in 
Hout Bay Harbour after their 

L26 yacht Frank G Minnitt had 
docked. 

King, whose consistent sailing 
put them three-quarter point 
ahead of Hout Bay after Thurs
day's racing, said races were 
sometimes called off in yachting. 

" It is no use getting all bitter 
and twisted. One cannot say 'if 
only' because fate often dictates 
the way yacht racing goes. We 
had some bad luck but at the end 
we had good luck," he said. 

When the race was called off, 
Zeell:.oevlei was lying in 13th 
place- to Hout Bay's fourth after 
Zeekoevlei was boxed in at the 
start by Bateleur, skippered by 
Ian Cilnningham from King Wil-

liam's Town. 
When the race was· abandoned 

only two buoys had been round
ed in the Olympic course con
sisting of a triangle, a sausage 
and a triangle. 

Had the race continued and 
similar placings resulted, Hout 
Bay would be the holders of the 
trophy for the second year run
ning. 

A dejected Judron . crew, sit
ting around their boat in Hout 
Bay Harbour immediately after 
the "race", were adamant that 
another race should be held. 
They pointed ' out that the case 
book, outlining the rules of the 
Lipton Cup, stated ~hat the 
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yachts had to average two knots 
around a course before the- race 
could be called off. 

"We were doing three at the 
time after getting a fair breeze 
before it dropped off," said Dun
can McKechnie. 

However, the rule book states 
that the decision depends on the 
discretion of the committee. 

Also ·disappointed was the 
crew. of Royal Cape and skipper 
Graham Dibb. They were lead
ing the race as they rounded the 
second buoy and had just put up 
the bag but soon the spinnaker 
wafted uneasily in the breeze 
which had dropped off to about 
one knot. 


