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Cup almost certain to stay 

By DALE GRANGER 
IN a three-way fight to the death, Cape 
Town's leading yacht clubs are sepa
rated by only 0,75 points in their battle 

' for the Joko Lipton Cup off Hout Bay 
after Zeekoevlei triumphed in the 
third race yesterday. · 

Zeekoevlei skippers Rick Nankin 
and Chris King were delighted after 
leading from start to finish on Frank G 
Minnitt after a flyer at the crucial 
start of the race from the pin end. 

"Everything worked well for us. We 
sailed to weather off Royal Cape and 
covered them from the ·start," Nankin 
said after the race, which was sailed 
in light south-easterly winds. 

The defending champions, Hout Bay 

(Judron), finished second. Skipper 
Greg Davis said that a tricky wind
shifts had ruined their attempts to lay 
the mark at thr- start, while .kelp 
lodged on Judror..'s keel had slowed 
them down a bit on the first beat and 
halfway down the following reach. 

Crew member Joe de Kock was low
ered by his ankles into the sea to clear 
the keel as Judron heeled to leeward, 
but "Rick was too far ahead for us to 
catch up afterwards", Davis said. 

The early regatta leaders, Royal 
Cape, took fourth spot yesterday and 
dropped down to second place over
all , 0,25 points behind Zeekoevlei and 
0,5 points ahead of Hout Bay. 

Crew member EtieI)ne van Cuyck 
said Royal Cape fell into a hole on the 

first beat and Zeekoevlei, who were on 
the fringe of the windless zone, "got 
more of a breeze and took off. 

"Judron tacked towards the moun
tain and we came across to «over, but 
they already had us. It was too late 
and they passed us on the beat," said 
Van Cuyck, who skippered the last 
victorious Royal Cape team in 1987. 
This year he is crewing under the com
mand of Graham Dibb. 

The first non-Cape club to finish 
yesterday was Durban's Royal Natal 
(Dirty Dicks), skippered by Patrick 
Harris and Neil Tocknell. They are 
lying joint fourth overall, with their 
fellow-Natalians, Point (MM! Mazda), 
skippered by Harry Ellens. 

"Conditions in Hout Bay are tough. 
We're not used to the squally weather, 
tricky windshifts, rain and big swells. 
The Cape sailors can go out and do 
well in any kind of weather; they're 
used to it," MMI Mazda crew member 
Ernie Shaw said after the race. 

There is still uncertainty whether 
two or three races will be sailed on 
the final two days, but the odds are 
overwhelmingly in favour of South Af
rica 's most prestigious yachting tro
phy staying in Cape Town for the sixth 
consecutive year. 

·At this stage nobody is making any 
predictions, but Zeekoevlei are hop
ing for light airs, while Hout Bay are 
holding thumbs that a steady blow will , 
prevail in the final races. [ 


