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HIS sun-bleached blond hair 
made him stand out clearly 
among the group of islanders 
waiting on the tiny island's air
strip: South Afr~sp!Qyachts
man -li!l>ny.Steward "th s im
patiently scanning the skies 
above the Indian Ocean for a 
glimpse of the Cessna which 
would take him to the main is
land and an eventual flight 
home. 

Steward - his dramatic 
shipwreck, battle with sharks, 
survival on a diet of coconuts 
and pawpaws, and eventual res
cue by a fishing boat conjures 
up an implausible film script -
was barefoot, wearing a T-shirt. 

In his hand he clutched a kit 
bag with the precious posses
sions he had salvaged when hit 
by a tropical storm on July 13. 

Steward had saved, by stuff
ing them into his wetsuit top, 
his teddy bear mascot "Captain 
Blue Bear" and his most prized 
souvenir, a page from Antarctic 
Explorer Ernest Shackleton's 
1916 "Nautical Almanac". 

After five days drifting help
lessly at sea, a shipwreck on an 
uninhabited atoll, and rescue by 
the fishing boat Versau n}ne 
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yachtsman Anthony Steward has 
after a dramatic shipwreck and sur
MOTHY ECOTT reports from Far
Island in the Seychelles. 

days later, Steward tad spent 
six days on Farquhar lrith coco
nut planters. Lookiila relaxed, 
he said weak leg m~les were 
the only ill effects ofpiis ordeal. 

His impatience t ' get home 
had been relieved ia a tele
phone link in the o ce of Far
quhar island ma er Jimmy 
Balette, he said, d he had 
talked to family nd friends 
from the Royal atal Yacht 
Club. 

An irrepressibl adventurer, 
he pooh-poohe suggestions 
that he had be.en raordinarily 
brave. The only eat irritation 
of the past few ys had been 
the fact that so people were 
sceptical of hi story about 
fighting off shar s as he swam 
and waded to ty on the de
serted Cer f atoll, off 
Madagascar. 

But as wem fl low over Cerf 
on the trip b.a to the main 
island, Mahe, there was no 
doubt about t veracity of his 

tale: several large sharks could 
clearly be seen cruising in the 
shallows. Local fishermen said 
the sharks were "always there". 

When hew• wrecked Stew
ard had covere 23 000 nautical 
miles and had j t 2 000 to go to 
achieve his reco . However, he 
says he knew t Indian Ocean 
would be the t ghest part of 
the 18-month j urney. Before 
the shipwreck o Cerf island he 
had been at sea ti 30 days since 
leaving Christm Island. 

Steward joked bout his ex
periences ori the ·ght to Mahe 
but he was· d e moved by 
flying over Cerf and and its 
long reef, Provid ce. 

Dismissing his bravery, he 
said "every time go to sea, I 
come back a bette person. The 
sea teaches you w o you really 
are. Someone lik Shackleton, · 
the British explo who sailed 
an open boat 9 miles, from 
Elephant Island to South Geor-
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gia in the Falklands, is a hero -
not me." 

Steward says he lost track of 
time during the wreckage. The 
last firm time fix he got was 
while listening to his favourite 
song, Peter Sarstedt's " Where 
do you go to my lovely", on the 
BBC World Service the day be
fore the wave destroyed his 
equipment and ship's mast. 

Air Seychelles will fly Stew- . 
ard to Johannesburg on Satur
day and accommodate him on 
Mahe, as he saved just a' few 
hundred rands from the boat. 

Meanwhile the NCS Chal
lenger has been towed to Vic
toria. Steward hopes he can find 
sponsorships to repair it and re
turn to Cerf, from where he will 
continue his world.-beating at
tempt to circumnavigate the 
globe in an open boat. 

First, however, he and Sue 
Middleton plan to marry on 
August 29 in Port Elizabeth. 
Sea water-stained colour photos 
of his fiancee were salvaged and 
despite Steward's love of lone 
sailing, he says the images of 
Sue "kept him going" . - The 
Pretoria News Africa Service 
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.... Antsiranana 
1. Steward sails eastwards from 
Christmas Islands 

2. Runs aground on uninhabit
ed Cerf Island 
3. Rescued by fishing boat and 
taken to Farquhar Island 

4. Flown to Mahe 
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