
Intrepid adventurer ... Anthony Steward kept a diary so people close to him might find out what 

Yachtsman: 'Ste . . . ~ 

clos~r ' to home l! 
By Timothy Scott 
Star Africa Service 

FARQUHAR ISLAND · 
(Seychelles) - South 
African solo yachts
man Anthony Steward 
took a big step closer 
to home last night 
when a Seychelles 
light plane transfer
red him from the re
mote outer island of 
Farquhar to Port Vic
toria on the main is
land, Mahe. He will be 
flown to Johannes
burg on Saturday. 

Barefoot and wearing 
a T-shirt and shorts , 
Steward said-be was de
lighted to see the Island 
Development Company 
Cessna F406 come in to 
land over the Indian 
Ocean. 

He bad been driven on 
a tractor to the airfield 
by the Farquhar coconut 

planters who adopted 
him affer bis rescue 
from Cerf atoll a week 
ago. 

Recalling events since 
the severe tropical storm 
wrecked him on July 13, 
Steward spoke emotion
ally when asked .about 
his family. He was look
ing forward to seeing bis 
parents, Ronnie and 
Muriel Steward, be said, 
and fiancee, Sue Middle
ton (24) of Port Elizabeth 
- who be will marry 
later this month. 

Steward"s""' hands and 
feet bear the marks of 
sun and salt water, and 
mentally be says he "has 
not quite come to terms" 
with what bas happened. 
His failure to be the first 
man to circumnavigate 
the globe single-handed
ly in an open boat has 
depressed him. However, 
be is " just glad to be 
alive, and generally too 
preoccupied to have been 
afraid". He would return 
to Cerf and start again if 
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be could get spoEnl 
to repair bis boat, ~ 

alleucf! St~ rd said. 1 

"I didn't think , ~ut 
dying but I wrote ry 
on the third day f , my 
parents and Sue, sq ·\ hat 
one day they might ind 
out what happened f I 
perished." 

When be was wre'c;~ed, 
Steward had cove ed 
23 000 nautical miles! nd 
bad just 2:000 to g to 
achieve bis record. ijpw
ever, be says he knew lthe 
Indian Ocean wouJd1 be 
the toughest part of •lthe 
18-month journey. 

Asked what be wanted 
to do on returnin~ to 
South Africa on, Sa~ur
day, be said he boped~bis 
family would let im 
watch all the ep~e of 
"The Simpsons'', "f.hJch 
they claim to bave\vi~o
taped for him. A~ for 
food, he had dream t1 of 
baguettes filled {w~tb 
honey and bananf. jhe 
said. 1 l 
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