
SA's lone sailor 'found' 
in middle Of the Pacific 
CONCERN over the whereabouts 
and safety of lone single-handed 
yachtsman Anthony Steward has 
been allayed. . 

"He's safe and has already left 
the Galapagos Islands en route to 
the Marquesas Islands," Stew
ard's ecstatic mother said in a 
telephone call on Wednesday to 
the Durban-based Sailing Maga
zine. 

Steward, who is attempting to 
become the first person to cir
cumnavigate the globe in an open 
sailing boat, had not been heard 
of since leaving Panama City in 
early July. 

Sailing Magazine editor Rich
ard Crockett said the mystery of 
Steward's whereabouts was even
tually solved in a round-about 
way - after a research student 
passed a message from Steward to 
his family. 

As there were no communica
tion facilities on· the Galapagos 
Islands, the news of Steward's 

progress had to wait until the stu
dent arrived home in New York 
on Tuesday night. 

According to his report, Stew
ard left Panama City on July 10, 
taking 18 days to reach the Gala
pagos Islands, 850 nautical miles 
away. 

It had been a slow and frustrat
ing passage with Steward averag
ing less than 50 nautical miles a 
day, compared to his average pro
gress of 100 nautical miles before 
Panama. 

Steward's bo 
was damaged in 
he had problems with permit 
authorities in Galapagos, the 
American student reported. 

The lone sailor had left 10 days 
ago for the Marquesas Islands, 
which are virtually in mid-Pacific 
and approximately halfway be
tween Australia and the Ameri
can continent. The 3 800 nautical 

mile stretch will be the longest 
leg of his entire voyage. 

Quoting from pilot books, 
Crockett described this passage 
as the longest for cruising boats, 
but also as one of the most plea
sant if good weather conditions 
prevail. 

"The best time to make the pas
sage is from April to August when 
the trade winds usually blow 
steadily from the east or south 
east, and the favourable west set
ting of 1-1,5 knots is at its strong
est. 

"Should these 'typical' condi
tions prevail, Steward should 
have a good, relatively easy pas
sage, but should they not, his life 
will be extremely tough. It is esti
mated that he will be at sea for 
nearly 40 days, and one wonders 
whether he has the storage space 
on his tiny yacht for sufficient ra
tions." - Sa pa. 
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