
Martin: Count, Ine in for Crystie crossing 
spite being described as a 
cruiser/ racer. During 
trials at the weekend off 

M• fP Cape Point he reported 
na y n 

reso ve the signal 
going out: "I'm racing, 
and I'm there to win." 

Martin was one of the 
first entries received for 
the race, but after a long 
uphill battle trying to se
cure a sponsor, a disap
pointed Martin pulled the 
plug - admitting defeat 
and withdrawing the brand 
new boat he built for t;1e 
event. 

Late last week Martin 
secured a small sponsor
ship which enabled him to 
resurrect the campaign 
and which will see him 
start as one of the firm fa
vourites for hanidcap hon
ours in the race. 

Martin launched the 
boat early in June for 
Cape Town businessman 
Lawrie Bradley and has 
not yet raced it seriously, 
although report~ recei• ed 
indica ~ · · · · 'UJ•t ; "''' dl·-

the boat was doing 20 
knots without her spin
naker in 35 knot winds 
and a lumpy sea. 

His boat, now called 
Shandrani, has been 
named after the brand new 
hotel his sponsors, the 
Beachcomber Hotel group 
in Mauritius, are currently 
completing, and which is 
due to open on August 20. 

"This ties in well with 
our launch plans for the 
hotel," said Robert de 
Speville, marketing direc
tor of Beachcomber 
Hotels. "Ian's is a brand 
new boat, and ours a 
brand new hotel, and the 
two should both be win
ners." 

Shandrani has all the 
potential to win the race 
overall on handicap and 
with her top-class crew 
start a~ fa,ourite~ in this 
da"ir da'h from \ lauri-
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tius to Durban in Septem
ber. 

0 Durban Defence, 
winners of last year's 
race-within-the-race for 
SADF crews in the Joko 
Lipton Cup Challenge. are 
4uietl_\ optimi,tir the' ran 

do it again in their newly
acquired L26, despite its 
ageing equipment. 

SA Defence Force 
teams from Northern 
Transvaal, Durban, Bo
land and Simonstown are 
all confident of taking the 
trophy for the winning De
fence team in the Chal
lenge in Table Bay from 
August 25 to 31. 

Durban won last year 
on a borrowed yacht, 
Marix, skippered by Dave 
Collins. This year they 
have their own L26, Kaap 
St Lucia. "We are quietly 
optimistic," Lt Derek 
Foster, team manager, 
said. He added they had a 
"reasonable team on 
paper" but felt they were 
at a disadvantage because 
of their ageing equipment. 
"We feel good right now 
but although our equip
ment needs replacing, we 
are going to sail. Durban 
needs to be put on the 
map.'' 

He 1tdded the' hale a 
boat that float' and \\ollld 

give the other Defence 
yachts a run for their 
money - especially if a 
sponsor could be found to 
replace their equipment. If 
not, they would be at a de
cided disadvantage. 

Last year the Natal 
entry beat the other De
fence teams hands down 
when they came 10th over
all out of 26 yachts. Si
monstown on Container 
Services skippered by 
Brian Ferreira came 20th, 
and Northern Transvaal 
on Cape Aghulas was 
22nd with Theuns Steyn at 
the helm. Boland did not 
enter last year. 

Defence Northern 
Transvaal's manager, Ser
geant Jeanetta Celiers, 
said they expected to 
place "between sixth to 
eighth" this year. Cape 
Recife will again be skip
pered by Theuns Steyn. 
The 'Vaalies' have taken 
part in \llrious competi
tions and train regularly 
on l~ateheestpoort and 
\ ·aal dam,. 
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