
Yachting 

Britain 
rules 
the 
waves 
PLYMOUTH - Britain 
ended four years of frus
tra tion by winning the 
Admira l" s Cup, edging 
out Denmark yesterday 
in one of the closest fin
ishes in the regatta 's 34 
yea rs. 

After finishing second 
t he last two times the 
yachting series was held, 
in 1985 and 1987, the Brit
ish won the cup with 748 
points. 17 more than Den
mark. 

It was Britain's ninth 
victory in 17 Admiral's 
Cups. The winning mar
gin ca me from a 20th
place finish by their No 3 
yacht lndillgence in the 
final event. 

Defending champions 
New Zealand were third 
with 667,5 points, France 
fourth (622), Australia 
fifth (617) and the United 
Sta tes in sixth position 
(600). 

"It's a great victory for 
Britain and the whole 
team is delighted, .. man
ager Harold Cudmore 
said. 

" While others have 
looked good now and 
·again we've looked con
s istentlv good as a team 
and tha.t's what the cup is 
all about." 

The cup ·is decided in a 
se ries of races, ranging 
from inshore courses to 
the 605-mile Fastnet, won 
on Wednesday by the US 
yacht Great News, skip-. 
pered by Tom Blackaller. 

Blackaller said he had 
mixed feelings but gen
e ra ll y wa s happy with 
the result s of the two
week event. 

"We've had a good se
ries despite Bravura los
ing her mast in the Fast
net, and winning the big 
race feels great," he said. 

Cudmore said the vic
tory justified the much
criticised team selection 
process and Britain's de
cision to chose three dif
ferent-sized boats while 
other teams favoured ei
ther 50-footers or one
tonners. 

Britain led the series 
from the second of the six 
races but their victory 
had been in doubt until 
the final stages of the 
Fastnet. 

Denmark and Britain 
were neck and neck in 
the overall standings for 
most of the race and vic
tory was not secured 
until the host team's one
tonner Indulgence, skip
pered by Eddie Warden 
Owen, finished 20th over
all. 

If she had been seven 
places lower, Denmark 
would have won the cup 
for the first time. 

As it was, the Danes 
did well to overcome the 
loss of their best individ
ual boat, Andelsbanken, 
forced out of the fifth 
r ace after suffering a 
broken forestay. 

"Obviously we wanted 
to win but considering 
the competition from 
countries like Australia 
and New Zealand we 
think we have done very 
well, .. Danish team man
ager Mogens Brings said. 

But it was the British 
team celebrating with 
bottles of the sponsor's 
champagne. 

The three British 
yachts - Jamarella , 
Juno and Indulgence -
sailed consistently well 
throughout the series and 
finish e d the Fastnet 
fourth, 12th and 20th. 

The 50-footer Jamarel
la , owned by Alan Gray 
and helmed by 23-year
)ld Gordon Maguire, was 
he best individual boat 
ifter finishing no lower 
ban fourth in any of the 
ix races. - Sapa-AP. 


