
YACHTING D CRYSTIC BEACHCOMBER CROSSING ROUND-UP 

The Meeks inherit the 
DOUGLAS 

ALEXANDER 

THE meek, we are as
sured, shall inherit the 
earth - but the talented 
Meek family of Cape 
Town aim to conquer the 
sea by winning the pres
tigious Crystie Beach
comber Crossing from 
Mauritius to Durban in 
September. 

Springbok yachtsman 
Geoff Meek, 35, and older 
brother Rob, 37, also a 
Springbok, plan to cap
ture line honours and 
overall handicap honours 
respectively in the 
2 800km race. 

The family name is a 
misnomer, for there is 
nothing meek about the 
aggressive sailing style 
of the Brothers Meek. 

Geoff, skipper of the 
brand new Cape Town
built, Durban-owned 20m 
maxi The Boss, is confi
dent not only of victory, 
but of finishi ng the 
gruelling biennial race in 
six days to establish a 
new record. 

The existing record is 
8 days 15 hours 7 minutes 
- set by Royal Palm in 
1987. 

Rob is equally confi
dent of taking overall 
handicap honours in his 
10,5m L34 Suburban 
Hardware, thereby bet
tering his fifth place on 
han dica p in the 1987 
race. 

Va stly exper ienced 
Geoff, thought by many 
as the best ocean-going 
skipper in South Africa, 
sees overall line honours 

O The Boss, a gleaming machine in her natural 
aluminium colour, soon after arrival in Durban 
last week 

this time as a three-boat 
battle royal between Get 
More Fun, Tuna Marine 
Voortrekker II and The 
Boss. They have virtual
ly the same water-line 
length. 

" We should win be
cause , I believe , The 
Boss has better gear 
than the others ," says 
Geoff. " If there were 
odds on the race , The 
Boss would have to be 
favourite for line hon
ours ... but I would 
never say the others 
have no chance against 
us." 

The beautifully de
signed aluminium racer, 
which was built in barely 
six months for Durban 
owner Colin Kuiper, will 
be sailed by an 11-man 
crew hailing from Dur
ban, Cape Town , Port 
Elizabeth, Johannesburg 
and Britain. 

Geoff has the rare dis
tinction of racing not 
only for South Africa, but 
for Ireland, Spain and 
Britain too, and was 
helmsman of Highland 
Fling when she won the 
Sydney-Hobart classic 
for Britain. His impress-

ive overseas record in
cludes six Fastnet races, 
the Hawaii series, three 
Sydney-Hobart races and 
victory for South Africa 
in the quarter-ton world 
championships off Corsi
ca in 1985. 

Rob Meek's Suburban 
Hardware is one of a 
dozen L34s in the 40-
strong fleet. Heartened 
by her victory against all 
the country's crack L34s 
in Rothmans Week off 
Cape Town last Decem
ber, Rob is confident for 
the tough Indian Ocean 
challenge. 

He says he was robbed 
of victory in the L34 
class in 1987 by a wind
less 'hole' that becalmed 
him after he led the L34 
pack for the first eight 
days. This year his six
man Cape Town crew in
cludes co-owners Willie 
Temple and Louis Louw. 

Yet ano t her Meek , 
youngest brother Steve, 
33, who has also repre
sented South Africa, will 
be a crew member in 
Swimlion of Cape Town. 
This 41-foot 'sled' is also 
tipped for overall handi
cap honours. 

The brothers inherited 
their love of sailing from 
their yachtsman father, 
the late George Meek. 

DOD 
ACE Cape Town skipper 
Dave Abromowitz was 
negotiating a R350 000 
sponsorship to race the 
Austra lia-based Ram
pant in the race when he 
had to abort the deal. 
Multi-national interests 
were involved and it 
would have been the ri-
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sea 
chest single sponsorship 
in the history of t he 
Crossing. 

In abandoning plans to 
race the 22m Rampant, 
Ambromowitz , 47, de
prived himself of a 
chance of a hat-trick of 
line-honour firsts - in 
1987 and 1985 he was 
first in different yachts 
both named Royal Palm. 

Rampant, which once 
sailed in South African 
waters registered as 
3CR12, would have been 
easily the fastest boat 
from Mauritius and with 
Abromowitz as skipper a 
favourite for first place. 

But he said in Cape 
Town that he had no re
grets over failing to find 
a suitable boat to defend 
his title. 

Now he sails as a 
helmsman and one of the 
watch captains on t he 
16m Beluga from Cape 
Town , under skipper 
Gary Lyttle. Beluga may 
not be in the running for 
line honours but she has 
a good chance for a n 
overall handicap win. 

And who does Ambro
mowitz tip for line hon
ours? He predicts a fan
tastic battle between Get 
More Fun, The Boss and 
Tuna Marine Voor
trekker II. 

D Next week: Inter
views with Get More 
Fun owner Dave Rees 
and sk ip per Terry 
Clarence; and top L34 
skipper Derick Warne 
of Vuarnet Roulette 
explains why yachts
me n sa i l on their 
stomachs. 


