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RCYC shipshape 
WHEN we think of yacht mainte

nance we usually picture sunny 
days with sailors painting and 

sanding, doing small repairs while their 
crew scrub decks. A happy family scene. 

But is this really what yacht mainte
nance is all about? Is it really as simple 
as this? 

Who really cares for all those expen
sive boats and their overall safety? Do 
owners check regularly that their moor
ings are safe and their boats secure? 

Last weekend's gale force winds have 
cost insurance companies thousands of 
rands as a result of at least one boat 
sinking, and several others parting their 
moorings. I wonder how many mooring 
lines snapped in that gale simply be
cause of a lack of regular maintenance. 
More to the point, I wonder how many 
boat owners were out during the storm, 
making sure their boats were as safe as 
possible. 

Bobby Cattermole and his staff at 
Royal Cape Yacht Club were on hand on 
Sunday, checking moorings and replac
ing ropes that had chafed through. 

T HE swells and the heaving motion 
were quite violent and, although the 

constant jerking on the moorings caused 
considerable strain, no damage occurred 
to boats on the marinas. 

With nearly 500 yachts and power
boats on the moorings at RCYC, it's no 
wonder they've hired a full-time profes
sional diver, who is responsible for all 
repairs and maintenance to the marinas, 
above and below the waterline. 

Gerry Hegie, a Hollander, is affection
ally known as the "pet seal" by the club 

·superintendent. He's a keen yachtsman 
and family man, but spends a great deal 
of. his time in the murky water of the 
harbour. Before the extension to the 
yacht club he spent about five hours a 
day under water, but now he has an as
sistant. His right-hand man, Tonga, is in
valuable to Gerry. 

He welds marinas and planks the 
walkways, but most of his work is below 
the surface. 

Gerry has dived in many parts of the 
world, doing salvage work in Israel and 

· Libya, pipeline work in Belgium, dia
mond recovery and salvage on a sunken 
oil rig in the North Sea. 

HE says his favourite spot, for sheer 
beauty, is the Australian Great 

Barrier Reef. The murky water at 
RCYC must dampen his enthusiasm 
greatly, one would think. 

But his beloved yacht, Touch Wood 
is there, so he's happy to keep an eye on 
her and make sure she's safe. 

He starts his days by swimming a ki
lometre with other club members to 
keep fit. His job has its routine too. Ev
ery day he inspects mooring chains, and 
replaces any part that is suspect. 

How does it feel to work underwater 
with hundreds of boats and chains above 
and around you? 

"It's like working in a forest," he re
plied. "Ropes and chains criss-cross all 
over the place and sway slowly back 
and forth. The whole underwater world 
moves, and you move with it." 

I T'S no wonder he relies so heavily on 
signals and instructions from the sur

face to help him. 
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He's had a seal nibble on his diving 

hood. He's seen many sharks off our 
west coast, but prefers to ignore them. 
He simply gets on with the job. "If you 
show that you're frightened, you simply 
attract their attention." 

The yacht club has many interesting 
forms of marine life. There are many 
species of crabs from various parts of 
the world that have hitched rides on vis
iting yachts and ships in harbours. Small 
crayfish live in the marine growth. 

With his small maintenance dinghy he 
towed a submerged yacht to the club 
where it could be lifted out of the water 
for repairs. The yacht had sunk off 
Mouille Point in about 30 metres of wa
ter. He and two helpers first salvaged 
the mast, then raised the hull from the 
sea bed with huge air bags. 

At times, Gerry feels like a human 
yo-yo. He's often asked to dive for lost 
spectacles and ~eys, but his real job is 
to keep the marinas safe and in good 
shape. He's proud of the fact that in the 
two years that 1 he's worked at Royal 
Cape, there's been no damage through 
any faulty worklnanship or negligence. 

It's a responi; ibility and challenge 
Gerry thrives on. 

He's preparing his yacht for the 1990 
Dias Race. I allli sure that if he plans it 
with the same care he applies to his 
work, he'll be a 'winner. 


