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'Stiffest 
race .' yet'' 

SYBRAND MOSTERT, 
Weekend Argus Reporter 

A BENEVOLENT Capetonian 
popped up in Plymouth hours be
fore the start of the Round Bri
tian and Ireland Race and pre
sented an expensive electronic 
navigation system to the crew of 
Voortrekker II. 

This proved its worth - helping 
the SA Navy yacht to sail into second 
place among the monohulls in a field 
of 100 yachts. 

Because of horrendous weather the 
race was labelled by the organisers 

··- ..<l$ ,;'the toughest yet held". 

Voortrekker II, skippered by John 
Martin and crewed by Murray Web
ber, slipped into second place among 
the monohulls behind arch-rival 
Thursday's Child in the five-stage, 
4 000-kilometre race. 

John returned to Cape Town yes
terday to relate how a Capetonian -
who wishes to remain anonymous -
visited 'Trekker II on the evening be
fore the start in June. 

"Non-existent winds" 
"We were working on the boat 

when the guy arrived and gave us a 
Decca Yacht Navigator," John said. 
"He said he hoped it would help us 
and it was fitted hours before the 
race." 

The crew now can't thank him 
enough. · 

During the first 450-kilometre leg 
between Portsmouth and Crosshaven, 
Ireland, 'Trekker II lost almost 24 
hours on Thursday's Child in light, 
" almost non-existent winds". The 
fleet of 100 yachts from eight coun
tries then ran into heavy weather. 

"We ran into incessant rain and 
mist and had to contend with Force 9 
winds. Racing so close inshore in 
these conditions was hair-raising, but 
with the navigational system we 
could get positional fixes every 10 se
conds," John said. 

Reduced the lead 
"The device probably saved us 

about two hours on every leg." 

Voortrekker II was the third mono
hull to finish in a disappointing first 
leg. 

With a · characteristic quizzical 
i xpression on his face, John Martin 
can now laugh about the "25 smaller 
boats which passsed us driring the 
first night. The crews were actually 

/Lowing _- and beating us". ,', 

During the next four legs, sailed in 
\leavy weather clockwise around Bri
tian and Ireland, Trekker reduced 
the lead Thursday's Child had built 
up during the first leg. 

"We actually passed the salvage 
vessel recovering the Air India 
Boeing 'black box' during the second 
leg," John said. . 

Several yachts retired from the 
race when gale force winds struck 
the fleet during the third leg. Some 
yachts were damaged when the wind 
drove them ashore in the Castle Bay 
anchorage. 

'Trekker ended behind Thursday's 
Child and 22 hours in front of the 
third monohull. There was some con
solation in that the record set by 
'Trekker last year - when John and 
~trtie Reed won the race - still 
stood. 

'His future racing plans? "My whole 
outlook now is geared towards get
ting ready for the BOC Round the 
World Singlehanded Race next Au
gust," John said . ., ' 
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