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Home i s the sailor for his Ii 
ii birthday back in Benoni 

Mercury Reporter 
A BENONI man who left 
Durban just under four 
years ago on a round
the-world trip on his 
yacht Bonjez has re
turned in time to cele
brate his 60th birthday 
at home. 

Mr Scott Bezuidenhout 
had no sailing experi
ence when he left 
Durban but soon got to 
know the ropes after the 
hired skipper aban 
doned the crew in 
Recife on the east coast 
of Brazil. From there he 
took command. 

The Bonjez , a 17,5 m 
yacht based.on a Bruce 
Roberts design , left 
Durban on November 27, 
1981. It took part in the 
Cape-to-Uruguay race in 
January 1982 but pulled 
out five days after the 
start. 

' The boat was the 
brainchild of my son 
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John, but after the first 
leg of our trip I was lit
erally left holding the 
baby when he decided 
that he 'd had enough 
and flew home,' said Mr 
Bezuidenhout. 

During the trip Mr 
Bezuidenhout also lost 
his skipper and had 
many changes of crew, 
often taking on young 
people with no sailing 
experience. He operated 
with a crew of between 
three and seven people. 

'One amusing experi
ence occurred when a 
young man hoisting the 
spinnaker forgot to fas
ten it to the winch . I 
heard a loud scream I 
saw him hanging on to 
the sail which had 
billowed high into the 
air. 

'The most noteworthy 
feat 1of our trip must be 
the fact that we did 
three Atlantic crossings 
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Mr Scott Bezuidenhout with his wife 
Ivana on board the Bonjez at Durban's 

international jetty yesterday. 

- a southern. northern 
and mid -crossing - in 
less than 101h months,' 
Mr Bezuidenhout said. 

Mr Bezuidenhout ' s 
wife Ivona, who said she 
was not very partial to 
conditons at sea , flew 

out to join up with the 
crew on a few occasions. 

Mr Bezuidenhout, who 
will celebrate his 60th 
birthday on September 
4, said he was going to 
Benoni for a good 
holiday. 




