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From BOB filTCHCOCK 
COWES. - South Africa's 
three.yacht team's perform· 
a.nee over yesterday's 33!· 
m i l e course around The 
Solent buoys near here 1ias 
boosted the team's morale .. 
On points, only Britain, 

Australia and the United 
States beat the Republic. 
Seventeen teams competed. 

Said team manager Guy 
Reynolds, of Durban: "We 
proved to be the fourth best 
team in the race, placing us 
sixth overall in the series." 
But he warned against over
optimism among the team's 
supporters in South Africa. 

"We're only halfway 
through the series. We've 
some pretty tough rcu;ing 
ahead." 

On handicap, Jakoranda 
(skippered by Broce DalUng) 
was placed 13th, Omuramba 
(Hans Berker and Dr. Ken 
Warr) 16th, Mercury (Gor
don Neill) 17th. 

Sou t h Africa's current 

positton puts her among the 
leaders in the Admiral's Cup 
series. 

Bearing in mi n d the 
Republic is new to this clas
sic of international ocean 
racing, experts here are 
acknowledging that the 
South African sailors are 
good. • 

Some are ei:en saying they 
must be considered a poten
tial threat, certainly in years 
to come, to top British, Aus
tralian and U?iited States 
teams. 

EXPERIENCE 
With more experience of 

the Engl.ish Channel and 
other local waters-p l u s 
design change to their 
yachts- the South Africans 
racing here are modestly 
confident they can make a 
mark in the international 
ocean racing scene .. 

With two races to go in the 
Cup series- which for the 
firs t time is being held dur-

water: 
ing Cowes Week-Britain 
leads with 397 points, fol- I 
lowed by the United States 
(350), Australia (322), 
Argentina (301) , Italy (268) I 
and South Africa (254). 

SOLENT RACE I 
Yesterday th South Afri

cans made thei'r boats ship
shape in p?'eparation for to- I 
morrow's Solent (in-shore) 
race, si11tUar to Monday's .. 
Last night they were relax- I 
ing over a few beers in the 
Island Yachting Clu , in 
Cowes. I 

After to·morrow's race 
they prepare for the grand 
finale of th~ ries-the 600-
mile Fast,.et t'ace which wi ll 
take t llf!m into the English 
Channel and over to the I 
southern tip Of Ireland and 
across the Irish Sea before 
reaching the finishing line at I 
Plymouth. 

The race starts on Satur
day morning. The leaders 
should reach Plymouth .four 
days later. 


