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Revolving 
shaft 

THE two · Durban men, 
Eddie Howard and Bill 
Wooldridge, who have 
taken on the task of mea
suring the Natal yachts 
for the forthcoming Jlio 
race, have had a prelim
inary taste of what their 
very exacting job is going 
to be like 

Their teacher, Dave McCor
mick, came up to Durban from 
Cape 'Town early this week to 
explain the practical aspects of 
the new international rule. 
Both Eddie and Bill have been 
putting in lots of homework in 
recent months, aird they set 
about measuring and doing 
some early tests on Dave Cox's 
:ho!lle-built Di.ma K, as well as 
the well-known Durban yachts 
Lise Jane and Tµb. 

One of the .biggest jobs, 
however, will be the thorough 

A taste of 
the Rio 

work 
checking · and recording of 
Cariad's specifications - a 100-
footer, and almost a full-time 
job for the two measurers. 
Peter Strong's yacht, Wayfarer, 
will a'1so have · to be tested 
before very long. 

• • • 
THE famous American yacht 
designer, Dick Carter, who is 
well-known in yachting circles 
for his experiments and 
revolutionary sailing tactics, 
has come up with another 
thought-provoking device (see 
sketch top left). 

As he explains b1 the Lon
don Sunday Times this week: 
"I call them twisted keel boats, 
and hopefully they'll teach us 
something interesting about 
windward sailing." 

Dick Carter, llke other 
yachtsmen, is unt concerned 
only with the frl.ction of water 
passing along the hull, keel 
and rudder, but he worries 
about the way a windward 
blown yacht slips sideways 
(sidesllps) when it is sailing to 
windward. 

Apparently he met the first 
problem in the Fastnet race 
last year, when he got his cr:lw 
simply to winch a two-ton keel 
right out of the water and into 
the boat while sailing down 
wind. The boat, Red Rooster, 
went on to win the event. 

This year, however, off 
Stockholm, : his secret Finnish
built boats, will tackle the se
cond problem -:- sideslip. Each 
keel will hang from the bottom 
of its boat on a shaft that can 

rotate a few degrees to star
board or port. 

By delicately turning the 
keel to knife into the water's 
flow, Mr. Carter feels that 
sideslip can be reduced. The 
boats will then sail tighter and 
faster to the wind. 

It is highly likely though 
that protest will follow in the 
wake of such an invention. The 
international offshore rating 
rules, under which yachts are 
handicapped, forbid the move
ment of yacht's ballast. To this 
Carter has replied that this 
device is legal because the 
keel's centre of gravity does 
no·t change. · 

"Our half-t.onner Is loaded 
with other experiments as well, 
but. whether the boat will sail 
iremains to be seen." It's a fair 
bet to say though, that with his 
knowledge, the boat will sail 
all right. 

The programme for the 

seascms national and proV1incial 
championships is: 

National: October 7 -11, I\ 
Fireballs class, M~dmar Lake; 
JanuaTy 5-9, Dabchicks, Mid· 
mar Lake; March 15-20, 
Enterpr.is>e and Sharpie class at 
M:idmar Lake. 

Provincial: Ootober 3-41 
Dabchicks, Chelmsford Dam; 
November 14-15, Sp·rags, Tem
pos, F. D., Spearhead, and Sol1 
ing, Midmar Lake; December 
12·13, Entei-prise, Fireball~ 
Finn and 505, Durban Bay; 

Married 
. B R U S S E L S, Friday. ...

J acky Ickx, 25-year-old Belgian 
racing driver, has married 19-
year-old brunette Catherine 
Blaton, daughter of one of 
Belgium's leading contractors. 

The bride. told reporters at 
11he rec:eption She is try'ing to 
make Ja1cky give up racing. -
Sapa-Reuter. 


