
Yachting Correspondent 
THERE are committee 
meetings and general 
gatherings sufficient to 
satisfy all the interests 
of Durban yachtsmen 
this forthcoming week. 

They range from the i1n· 
evi·table Rio race preliminarie5 
which still remains a very clos
ed book, to streamJi.ning pro· 
posals for the off -shore racing 
calendar. But first a rather in
teresting item about Voortrek· 
ker's progress in the British 
events. 

The most recent news on 
hand about Voortrekker is a 
detailed account of her 
participation in the Fastnet 
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What news of VoortiJ kker? 
race on August 9, which started 
at 10 a.m. with 200 entries. 

Shortly after starting and 
running with a reasonable 
north-easter. the spinnaker 
blew up off the Needles. The 
crew quickly hoisted another 
bag and had a good run to 
Portland Bill averaging about 
10-knots. Voortrekker was well 
to the front by then among 
the classy Kialoa 11, American 
Eagle, Crusade, Ragamuffin, etc. 

Then, for 24 hours Voortr le.· 
ker was just about becalrr I 
making only 35 miles in 

Voortrekker was at her best at 
this part of the race. 

Again at the Scilly lsles, 
from 12.00 on Wednesday untH 
6.00 a.m. on Thursday with • nly 
100 miles to go, Voortreltker 
wallowed in the calm. 

Eventually with a fair wind 
to Plymouth, Vo or trekker 
crossed the line four minutes 
behind Mersey Oyster at 2.57 
a.m. on Friday-nearly six days 
after starting. 

She was 26th out of 200 
starters against some of the top 
y~ hts and crews in the world. 

16 K~·oTS IN 

THE FASTNET 
hours. Not until, 5 p.m. on Sun· 
day did they catch a reeze pass· 
ing Eddystone Rock and on 
with eased sheets, on a good 
reach down to Land'es End. 

At dawn, Monday morning, 
the yacht was becalmed again 
for nearly 12 hours off the Scilly 
Isles. A fresh north-easter in 
the afternoon gave Voortrekker 
a dead beat to Fastnet - with 
her mizzen removed, the yacht 
lost an extra foot in rating, but 
also · increased performance 
tremendously. 

She passed boat after boat 
throughout the night and on 
Tuesday morning made up for 
the earlier light weather in a 23 
knot north-easterly. 

With Koomooloo, Voortrek
ker rounded Fastnet only two 
·hours behind Stormy and the 
bulk of the bigger boats. 

Thereafter the crew revelled 
in running at speeds of up to 
16 knots for nearly 7 hours -

American Eagle crossed the 
line first ut Dick Carter's 
Red Rooster won on cor
rected time, making America 
first, Australia second and Bri· 
tain third in the Admiral Cup. 

Other interesting results 
were: Stormy 12th, Spirit of 
Cutty Sark 74th, and Sir 
Thomas Lipton 70th. 

• • • 
NOW THE meetings. Hamish 
Campbell is giving a talk at the 
P.Y.C. tonight about his recent 
experiences in the Soling class 
world championships in Den
Mark. 

"With 89 Solings in the race, 
and 5 Olympic gold medalists 
one learns a great deal," said 
Hamish. "I plan to start making 
arrangements now so that 
several Soling should be able to 
go to next year's world cham· 
pionships in Poole, England," 
he said. 

Hamish Campbell's Soling 
left for Johannesburg yesterday 
for display in the Great Outdoor 
Exhi-bition from August 30 un
til September 6. 

• • " 
ALSO T 0 N I G H T in 
Pietermaritzburg is the quarter
ly meeting of the N.Y.A. 

On Sunday, Ch a r 1 es 
Reynolds, British Olympic 
crewman in the British Dragon 
class, and son of R.N. Com
modore Guy Reynolds, arrives 

in Durban. He will be giving a 
talk and possibly a slide show 
a·t the Royal Natal Club on 
Tuesday, September 9, at 6.30 
p.m. 

• • • 
OVER the long weekend, the 
505's from Natal and the Cape 
are gathering for the anuual 
Thomas Team Trophy at Lock 
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Va•al. Durban ; "'ntering three·- - --- ,------ ----------------
boats - wit: 1pers and crew 
Paul Green l ' .. cric Willmore) 1

1 
Bill Ellems (Erle van der 
Schaar) and Nickie Corving 
(Alan Hudson). Three 505's are J 

also going from Pietermaritz· 
burg. 

• • • 
SEPTEMBER 4 is the date for 
the off ·shore committee to 
discuss administrative details 
for the coming season. 

The opening cruise this year 
has been set for October 4 
under the burgee of the Royal 
Natal Club. 


