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THIS WEEK I have some informa~10n that will warm 
the cockles of most yachtsmen's hearts - the world 
famous yacht designer from Hollal1W, Mr. E. G. van de 
Stadt, is most likely going to be in nurbp. t early in Sep
tember. 

From a very reliable source, I 
understand that Mr. van de 
Stadt will organise a meeting 
for all interested yuchtsmen in 
Durban, primarily to discuss 
designs, trends and suitable rig
ging, etc., for the fo r thcoming 
1971 Cape Town to Rio race. 

Posi tive dates and venue for 
this, or these, meetin gs, have as 
yet, not been confirmed, but 
this famous designer of 
Voortrekker has also come up 
with the Van de Stadt 42 (see 
picture) and is sure to create a 
sensation among the local 
boyis. 

While on the Rio race, I have 
also been told that the Royal 
Natal Yacht Club is definitely 
entering a boat, although the 
design crew and .:;kipper have 
not yet been officfaily disclosed. 
What's more, there are pro
bably going to be two or three 
private Durban yachts under 
the R.N. fla g. 

The committee which has 
been set up for the Durhan 
boat is going full swing, and a 
member assu red me that there 
definitely will be a yacht. A 
short list has been drawn up of 
>Skippers and crew, and 
preliminary interviews have 
been going on all this past 
week. 
AT THE P.Y.C. annual meet
ing on Wednesday evening, 
the well known yachting 
personality, l\1r. Ritchie Mac
donald, was elected honorary 
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life president of the club. He 
has been a member of the club 
for 47 years, and an honorary 
Iif e vice-president for 23 years. 
He has taken over the 
honorary position from the 
late Mr. Rupert Ellis Brown. 

Another highly respected 
Durban yachtsman, Mr. Joe Har
r is, was elected a trustee of the 
P.Y.C. at th" meeting. 

A big point to ponder this 
year are the adequate (should I 
say inadequate) facilities for 
the e:,timated 45 overseas 
yachts scheduled this season in 
Durban. Last summer there 
were fi ve yachts abreas't four 
deep at 1the sl1p-way jetty. The 
manoeuvring for arrivals and 
d·e:partures was deplorable for a 
port of this calibre. 

Again this year will be the 
urgePt cry for the mud bank 
west --,f the Gardiner Street jet
ty to be dredged out for moor· 
ings. 


