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A few-tntChes can't mar this popular MSC Regatta 
A CARDINAL sin in yacht rac
ing is to snag the marker buoy 
and drag it away from where it 
should be. In days of yore the 
punishment would be keel
hauling! 

This was just one of the dra
matic moments during the 
MSC Regatta held off · Durban 
J ~st week. 

e culprit was Wynleigh -
one of the biggest boats in the 
fleet. Not only did it create pan
demonium on th1a water, but 
there was pandemonium 
ashore later when the race was 
officially abandoned. 

However, protests were 
lodged against this decision in 
terms of the yacht racing rules, 
and the wise old men of the 
jury scratc}led their heads over 
the issue and eventually de
cided to reinstate some of the 
classes whom they believed, on 
the evidence led, were not prej
udiced. Not everyone was 

happy, but the jury had spoken! 
What is heartening is that 

this regatta continues to at
tract a huge number of youth 
sailors, both boys and girls, 
who sail with confidence and 
who are thoroughly enjoying 
themselves on the ocean. I 
would estimate that half the · 
competitors were youngsters. 

This youth element is very 
encouraging to see, and is 
unique to the MSC Regatta. 
Some people view the regatta 
as "mickey mouse" as it does 
not attract all the top dogs in 
the sport, but to me, the youth
ful element is far more impor
tant and will have a hugely pos
itive impact in years to come. 

I am continually amazed by 
the ability of the MSC-spon
sored Izivunguvungu Sailing 
School headed by Asinathi Jim 
on their L26 MSC Donna Mia. 

These youngsters sail hard 
and give the opposition a really 
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good dice. However, I just wish 
that someone would sponsor 
them some new sails, as with a 
"new engine" they will be awe
somely fast. In second spot go
ing into the final day, they were 
looking to oust Craig Millar 
and become the L26 Class na
tional champions. 

The Point Yacht Club (PYC) 
youth team on Container World 
are doing well, as are the 
youngsters on the .Sail Africa 
boats, and my crew on Caver
sham Caprice. And there are 
others, just too numerous to 
mention. 

The wind did not play ball 

all week as it was been on the 
light side, with the exception of 
last Sunday's tune-up race. 
This naturally puts immense 
pressure on the race officer, 
and gets the fleet edgy as they 
have to hang around idly while 
waiting for wind. 

Further up the coast the 
Laser dinghy class was holding 
its national championships at 
Richards Bay which is fast be
coming a popular . regatta 
venue. 

The entry was disappoint
ing with just 31 boats, but all 
the top guys from around the 
country competed. Unlike Dur
ban, Richards Bay has had 
some good winds, and by the 
penultimate day eight really 
good races had been completed. 

Gareth Blanckenberg, one 
of our few Olympic yachtsmen, 
is in a class of his own in the 
full rig class and had won all 
eight races at the time of writ-

ing. He is followed by KZN's 
Rudi McNeil and the "old man" 
of the fleet Alan Keen. David 
Leigh, sailing on home waters 
is fourth, and SAS KZN's chair-

. man and vice commodore of 
the PYC, Campbell Alexander, 
is in fifth place. 

The Laser Radial class has 
been dominated by Cape sailors 
with Leo Davis and Matthew 
Shaw engaged in a titanie duel 
with just a single point separat
ing them after eight races. 
Third is Sam Hancock. 

For anyone interested in 
boats and boating, the Durban 
Boat Show runs from Friday to 
Sunday. There is lots to see -
with the local clubs and SAS 
KZN having a "come sailing" 
stand where information on the 
sport will be available. 

Entries for the mcel Vasco 
da Gama Race from Maputo to 
Durban close tomorrow. 
There are already 17 entries. / 


