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FROM left: Shaun Summerfield, Sean Martheze, Peter van der Merwe, Evert Groenewald and John 
Martin celebrate after narrowly winning the Vasco Da Gama Maputo-t n race on Sunday 
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VETERAN skipper John~ 
and the crew of Fascination of 
Power are celebrating their -vic
tory after winning the Vasco Ila 
Gama Maputo-to-Durban yacht 
race on Sunday. 

·The race has attracted some of 
the best sailors in the country 
over the years. It was first sailed 
in 1967. 

This year there was some con
troversy about who had won the 
race. 

Martin said: "Normally there 
is one finishing line, but because 
the port of Durban is narrow, 
they extended the finishing line 
loom to the right and 50m to the 
left Naledi (the other boat) 
decided to use the main ent
rance and we decided to finish 
on the left They protested to the 
race committee, but it was quite 
clear we had won the race." 

Protest 
Dave Claxton, the race organ

iser, felt Fascination of Power 
had won without question. 

"The protest was heard and 
Fascination of Power was found 
to have finished correctly; so 
Naledi's request for redress was 
refused," said Claxton. 

The race took 46 hours to com
plete and, according to Martin, 
conditions were "fairly pleas
ant" and there was never a time 
that the crew felt like giving up. 

The crew experienced some 
technical problems, including 
the electrical system, which 

. . system 

and instrumentation. 
Although Martin has been 

sailing since 1981, he doesn't 
show any signs of giving up and 
will be in the business for a few 
more years training disadvan
taged youngsters. 
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