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Deserted 
Grey_Girl 
survives 
storm to 
sail again 
....... ,., ,...,,. 
GEORGE GORDON 
NEWYORK ~41.1f 

T he last time Brian 
Warwicker saw his ' 
yacht, he was being 

winched off the deck as she 
foundered in raging seas. I 

This week, as the British I 
sailor stepped back on 
board the battered Grey 1 

Girl, he said: "I thought 
she'd gone forever." 
. Warwicker had been 

forced to abandon the boat 
after sailing into a freak 
storm off the coast of North 
Carolina. 

After more than 24 hours 
battling the treacherous 
waters, an 18-metre wave 
swamped the yacht. 

Warwicker and his two 
crew were rescued by a 
United States coastguard 
helicopter, leaving the 
Grey Girl to sink beneath 
the waves. 

But the boat apparently 
managed to right itself and 
drifted for 1 000 miles 
before it was spotted by a 
ship and towed to shore. 

Warwicker and his two
man crew had been sailing 
from St Petersburgh, Flori
da , to Boston when they 
found themselves battling 
to stay alive off Cape Hat
teras, North Carolina. 

Winds reached 50 knots 
and 12-metre waves pound
ed the yacht every six sec
onds in the storm on May 
29. 

The trio fought the 
storm for more than 27 
liours before they were 
C1iw!lmped. . 

"I think the wave was 
60ft (18-metre) high, way 
~~~r the top of the mast," 
,jV'f icker recalled. 

" D,.d.ec.lf,,.w.ent 
~ rffight overboard. Fortu
~tflY he had a lifeline and 
wheeled himself in. . 

" new it was time to 
?._b1µ1don ship. It was not an 
easy decision to make, but 
~Oi l axe responsible.for the 
i~·tls ofy?ur crew," War

;w1&er said. 
v " Eis SOS message was 

1cr'Jted up by the US coast
sllfird who sent a heli
c;opter to the rescue. 
~ t'hey found Warwicker 
a)l~ his crew clinging to 

i tjie capsized vessel. 

U 1" she was being hauled 1 'i} . 
up to the hehcopter, War-
wicker took what he 
thought would be his last 

J.oo""k at Grey Girl - on her 
side and barely bobbing 
above the waves. 

A month later, 350 miles 
from the point of Long 
fsland, the 17-ton Empire 
State, a maritime training 'I 

ship on its way to· the US 
from England, picked up a 
radio message from anoth
er yacht. 

It reported the position 
of an abandoned yacht 
called Grey Girl. 

The Empire's captain, 
Joseph Ahlstrom, said: "I 
radioed the coastguard 
and asked if they knew 
anything about the vessel. 

"They came back and 
said: 'Yes we know all 
about it . We took three 
British nationals off her 
before she went down."' 

The Empire State 
tracked Grey Girl on radar 
for eight hours before thf,!Y 
spotted her. She had no 
sails, was low in the water 
and battered. 

A search party went on 
board and reported that 
the sanitation tank had 
btirst hut there appeared to 
be no serious hull damage. 

"I decided to tow her to 
Montauk, Long Island, but 
I did so in a way that would 

•oemmre that she wouldn't 
drag us under if she sank," 
said Captain Ahlstrom. 

In an extraordinary 
coincidence, Warwicker, 
back in his London office 
on the Thames, had actual
ly watched Empire State 
pass by as it headed for 
Tilbury Docks and then in 
to the Atlantic, where it 
would rescue the boat he 
thought he had lost. 

Dawn Howard, Empire 
State's deck training offi
cer, said: "The chances of 
finding an abandoned sail
-boat at sea is one in a 
billion." 

Grey Girl is now being 
repaired in Boston. - The 
Daily Mail, London 
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