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BOATING BUDDIES: 
The all-women cr~w 
in the keel boat 
division in action at 
the week-long 
Durban regatta. 
They are: (from ~eft) 
Dale Hudson, 
Dominique 
Provoyeur, Gayle 
. McArtt.lur and Bea 
Reeve. 
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PICTURE: ALAN CoXON 

Female crew aiming for the world champs 

No blloys aboard 
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Women are to crew together for 
the first time in the Durban 
regatta, writes Daily News 
Reporter BARBARA COLE. 

FOUR female sailing 
friends, who hope to com
pete in the next world 
championships, are the 

only women's crew in the keel boat 
division in this week's NCS regatta 
in Durban. 

"We are currently tie second, but 
hope to win in our performance 
handicap class. We are using the 
event as practice for the sailing 
world championships, which is 
like our Olympics," said skipper, 
Dale Hudson (2()). 

Ms Hudson, of Gauteng, is com-

peting in the local regatta with her 
future mother-in-law, Bea Reeve 
(52), also of Gauteng, Gayle 
McArthur (26) and Dominique 
Provoyeur (20), both of Cape Town. 

The all-girl team are crewing on 
Ms Hudson's father's J22 boat, the 
Orion Espresso, and say that there 
is a "nice attitude and vibe" 
among them. 

"Evecyone's pretty relaxed with 
each other," said Ms Hudson. 

And, being the only female crew, 
the performance handicap was 
"not an issue" with the other nine 
crews in their class. 

The Durban regatta is the first 
time the four women have crewed 
together, and they are hoping to 
find a sponsor for the world cham
pionships in Dubai in March. 

. "With two of us living in Cape 
Town and the other two in 
Gauteng, sponsorship will enatie 
us to get together more often," said 
Mrs Reeve. 1 

Apart from the honour of rei>~
senting South Africa at the chffi
pionships, they were "pretty det r
mined" to make the team a d 
hoped to finish in the top 10. Aqd 
they would "obviously like to gef a 
medal". 

Ms Hudson and Ms Provoyeµr 
have sailed together for thrt e 
years and were placed sixth in the 
youth world championships. 

They also spent a year on the 
European "Olympic" circuit. And 
Ms Provoyeur and Ms McArthur 
were among the all-women's crew 
on the Cape to Rio race. 


