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Focus· on Olympics as SA yachties prepare to do battle today 
THE spotlight turns to internation
al sailing again this week where 
South African sailors have proven 
themselves on the international 
circuit. 

Last week our youth team com
peted with distinction in the IYRU 
Youth World Championships in 
New York. Represented in four 
classes, Robyn Keen of Cape Town 
took a bronze medal in the Girls 
Laser dinghy Class, while Sieraj 
Jacobs and his crew of Gareth 
Blankenberg narrowly missed a 
bronze medal when they finished 
fourth in the Boys two-handed 
Laser 2 division. Charles Nankin 
finished eighth in the Laser Boys, 
and Jean-Pierre Raas 11th in the 
Mistral sailboard class. · 

With the dedication shown by 
our junior sailors in The NCS 
Regatta last week, and now the 
fine performance of these youth 
sailors ·in international competi
tion, the future certainly looks 
good as we have a host of young-

sters who could take the interna
tional scene by storm in the not 
too distant future. 

Yesterday our guys in Savannah 
had a tune-up race, while the first 
official race is today. 

Tough 
For those who think that yacht

ing is literally a case of jumping 
onto a boat and giving one's best, 
think again, because it's really 
tough out there. Our five Olympic 
sailors are all super-fit athletes, 
who have put in many hours of 
hard work on the' water around the 
world, and who have fine-tuned 
their boats, sails, equipment and 
their knowledge of a massive rule 
book that goes with sailing. 

All competing boats were mea
sured last week, and in the Soling 
Class ultra-sound equipment is 
used to check the core thickness of 
the hulls. Our Soling team sur
vived this, but the Americans and 

Danes, considered to 
be two of the top 
contenders, did not 
get through this 
process too well. 

On the wind 
While a massive 

blow to both these 
teams who have 
undoubtedly .suffered 
mentally throughout 
this whole process, 
and having their pre
race preparation 
severely upset, it is a 
psychological boost 
for our Soling team 
who have been relax
ing and getting their 
minds right in the 
knowledge that their 

Core samples were 
drilled out of both 
boats, and sent for 
analysis, the Ameri
can boat eventually 
being . declared legal, 
although the Danes 
fared much worse. 
The international 
jury found that the 
Danish boat had one laminate too 
few, and have declared it illegal for 
the Olympii:s. The jury have 
cleared this team of any hint of 
cheating and attempting to win by 
unfair means, as in their findings 
they stated that the sailors would 
not have knowo that the boat was 
short of one laminate, and have 
appeared to shift the blame to the 
builder. The jury have allowed the 
Danes to substitute another boat. 

boat is well prepared and ready for 
action. 

Our Soling did have a few minor 
measurement hassles where the 
trailing edge of the keel ruid to be 
filed down a few millimetres, as 
did the rudder which was too thick 
by about a millimetre, while some 
specially designed hiking cleats 
were declared illegal, and had to be 
removed. 

The big question now is whether 

any of our sailors have a chance of 
a medal. 

I firmly believe that if our Soling 
team of Bruce Savage, Rick May
hew and Clynton Wade-Lehman 
finish in the top six in the fleet rac
ing, which will take them through 
to the match-racing finals, that 
they will definitely come home 
with a medal as they are excep
tionally wily match racers. They 
have the ability to finish in the top 
six in the fleet racing, but will only 
do this with consistent top 10 fin
ishes in every race. 

Dark horse 
Ian Ainslie is a bit of a dark 

horse. He is not considered to be 
one of the hot-shots in the Finn 
Class, but in recent months he has 
been able to achieve some excel
lent results with carbon fibre masts 
that other competitors have dis
carded as unsuitable. Suddenly, 
with these performances, they 

have sat up and taken note of this 
guy from Africa who is a wizard 
downwind in a good swell and stiff 
breeze, just the conditions expect
ed in Savannah. He's a dark horse 
who could just be one of the sur
prise medallists. 

Dave Hibberd has struggled 
recently despite some good results. 
His chances of a medal are slim, 
although he will not disgrace him
self in this fleet which is regarded 
as the most competitive .in the 
Olympics. 

Recent 1V schedules reveal that 
yachting will get some air-time, 
while Louis Karpas of Radio S's 
sports programme between 6-?pm 
every weekday, tells me that 
British yachting journalist Bob 
Fisher will be covering the yacht
ing for them. 

Readers who want to send mes
sages to our sailors may fax them 
to me on 031-3072118 for onward 
transmission via e-mail. 

Richard Crockett 


