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IT'S A WRAP: The aew of 
the J22 class yacht 'Dicky 
Dicky battle to clear a 
spinnaker wrap during 
yesterday'sradnginthe 
NCS Regatta off Durban. 
The yacht. representing 
Wits Univenity and 
skippered by Dale 
Hudson, is lying sixth 
overall 

AFI Warrior sails into top spot with two victories 

• 
,,j...,/ ,caca1 'til'-•&>f u~ 

After two days of bad weather, the 
NCS Regatta got underway again 
yesterday. NORMAN SHERIFF 
reports. 

E
RNIE Shaw's AFI Warrior shot 
right to the top of the overall 
placings in the NCS Regatta yes
terday with two convincing first 

places. 
With an unlucky third place on Sunday 

and two days cooling his heels until the 
bad weather abated, Shaw and his crew 
have put themselves firmly at the helm 
in the L34 fleet. 

"We're flying a new set of rags,'' said 
crewman Dave Rushton, "and I think on 
Sunday we were a bit unfamiliar with 
them but today we just got everything 
together and basically couldn't do a 
thing wrong." 

Feat 
Indeed, Shaw's two wins were by very 

comfortable margins - one which was 
almost four minutes - no mean feat in 
this highly competitive class. 

Patrick Holloway's Portfolio Plexicor 
which won Sunday's race got a fourth 
and a second yesterday to move into sec-

ond spot overall while Mike Hopley's 
Crossbow is lying third. 

In the IMS division, the SA Navy entry 
BP Umoya Omusha, considere11 by many 
to b~ the boat to beat, was beaten yester
day - twice. Both times it was by Cape
based Mount Gay 30 class yachts. 

These yachts, both less than six 
months old, revelled in yesterday's blus
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Mr Price commanded by Derek Warne. 
On Sunday the yacht retired after a 

crewman was swept overboard and yes
terday after a comfortaole win in the 
first race and while leading the second, 
the yacht's rudder broke, forcing anoth
er retirement. 

Skipper Warne, however, is deter
, mined to be back on the startline, with a 

borrowed rudder, today. 
The J22 fleet is cur-

rently headed by Craig 

tery 25 knot south west
erly winds with a two 
metre swell running. 
Both were sailed to the 
limit by their crews and 
on corrected time just 
had the 'edge over 
Umoya Omusha who 
ended the day with two 
second places. 

We just got everything 
together today and 
basically couldn't do a 
thing wrong' 

Lanham-Love's Wild 
Card from Transvaal 
Yacht Club, with 
William Voerman's The 
Ghost from Point Yacht 
Club second. 

Three races gone and 
three first places makes 
Mark Saddler's L26 

But it was a close run, 
though, with Stuart 
Heggestrom's Hot Ice 
from Hout Bay taking the first race by 37 
seconds and Shaun Ferry's Health and 
Racket Club of Royal Cape taking the 
second after the Navy team returned to 
the start with the wrong assumption that 
they· were over the line when the gun 
went. A move which probably cost them 
the race. 

Unluckiest boat yesterday, and proba
bly of the regatta so far, was the J22 class 

, class yacht B & G the 
class act in the Class A ocean racer fleet. 
But with two, possibly three, days of rac
ing left, anything can happen, especially 
with Trevor Donald's Cheetah and John 
Pammenter's Sports Law hot on his tran
som. 

On the Hobie Cat course, Race Officer 
Jimmy Melville managed to get in three 
excellent races, all of which were won 
by Blaine Dodds. 

Up-and-coming Durban sailor Brent 
Latter looked set for a third place finish 
in the final race of the day, but when 20 
metres from the finish line he capsized 
and could not right his boat, eventually 
requiring assistance from one of the res
cue boats. 

Pushed 
This resulted in him not finishing the 

race at all, which pushed his overall 
position way down the fleet. 

The NCS Regatta, being hosted by the 
Point Yacht Club, continues today and 
ends tomorrow, with Saturday open for 
re-sail if needed. · 

In Durban harbour, the junior 
Optimist fleet managed to get in five 
excellent races, with the team selected 
for the Optimist Class World 
Championships later this year, all 
excelling. 

The most consistent sailor all day was 
Paul Wilcox who ended with three firsts, 
a second and a fourth, to be the convinc
ing fleet leader after 11 races. 

In the last race of the day, sailed ir 
quite strong winds, Durban's Ada1 
Swales was well in the lead when 1 

broke his mast and was forced to reti 
Results: For The Re 


