
Megamotion sails to victory 
By Bill Roosi 
MOSSEL BAY: The 
Old Post Office Tree 
Guest House Regatta 
sailed over two days 
during last weekend, 
turned out to be a real 
humdinger. The local 
fleet, now sporting two 
"super yachts", enter
tained Mossel Bay to 
so me of the closest 
contested racing in the 
history of the town. 

Conditions were ab
solu tely ideal on both 
days, with wind speed 
ranging between 8 and 
12 knots. There is noth
ing that gives a yachts
man more pl e asure 
than to race hard in 
steady winds with warm 
sunshine, knowing 
there is cold beer wait
ing afterwards ( compli
me nts of Ohlsson ' s 
Lager, co-sponsor of 
the event). 

Saturday's race soon 
developed into a battle, 
between line honours 
contenders, Whitewash 
and Cannibal. 

Whitewash is better 
known as the Highgate 
Ostrich, a Simonis 35, 
that did Mossel Bay so 
much proud in the last 
Cape to Rio-race and 
was skippered by owner 
JJ Moorcroft. Cannibal 
is an international class 
J27 sailed very well by 
owner Fr i t z van 
Vuuren with a new 
crew of local lads. 

Two more close 
tussles developed be
tween Aquilla, a new 
Holiday 23, sailed im
maculately by Hugo 
van Zyl with twin sons 
crewing and Megamo
ti on , the Elvstrom 
designed quarter ton
ner. The third dual saw 
grand old gentlemen; 
Claude Mahieu on 
Charisma and Jan 
Crause on Clarity do 
battle in a stately man
ner. 

The race was 
eventually won by 

The crew.'members of the Megamotion, overall winner of last weekend's excit
ing Supersplash Regatta. From left are Bill Roos (skippe~), Phy/lie Sieben 
(bridge) , Paul Lawrence (halyards), Jan Stander (cockpit), Geoffrey Keet 

(foredeck) and Dolf Sieben (bridge · front) . 

M cga mo tion, whose 
well-drilled crew per
formed like clock work. 
Second was Aquilla, 
third Whitewash and 
Cannibal slipping into 
fourth after accepting a 
ten minute penalty for 
a mark rounding in
fringement . 

Sunday was another 
jewel of a day, with the 
breeze only filling in at 
eleven. In the lighter 
conditions, Cannibal 
romped away from start 
to finish and less than 
ten seconds separated 
Aquilla and Megamo
t ion throughout the 
race. 

The final TUn saw a 
very noisy crew on 
Megamotion trying to 
sort out a spinnaker 
foul up, while Aquilla 
slipped through . 
Megamotion eventually 
sorted out her prob-

!ems and fough t back 
galla ntly, with some 
crew bleeding, some 
collapsed and the skip
per in a severe state of 
anxiety. The sprint to 
the finish developed 
into a violent down
wind luffing match 
which resulted in one 
of the closest fin ishes in 
the history of this excit
ing sport and less than 
two seconds separating 
them across the line. 

Overall results were 
so close that the 
organisers had to revert 
to the total elapsed 
time to sort out the 

Clarity (Jan Crause); 6. 
Charisma (Claude 
Mahieu); 7. Serendipity 
(Wilhelm von Schutz); 
8. Imago (Peter Lot
ter), Orpa (Johnny 
Schaefer) and Shel
laghle (Tom Warbur
ton).-

The high standard 
of competition must be 
seen as a tribute to the 
extremely high level of 
participation amongst 
the yachtsmen of Mos
sel Bay. Ten out of the 
17 boats on the water 
at the time took part in 
this regatta. 

first three positions. The social evening 
F inal results of the and prize giving at the. 
regatta were as follows: Blue Oyster bar, lavish-

1. Megamotion (Bill ly sponsored by Old 
Roos); 2. Aquilla Post Office Tree Guest 
(Hugo van Zyl) ; 3. House and SA Brew-
Cannibal (Fritz van eries (Ohlsson's Lager), 
Vuuren); 4. Whitewash made this an evening t 
(JJ Moorcroft); 5. remember. 
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