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Kneen fa111ily tells of rescue 
. 
The survivors of last 
week's yacht drama 
tell of their ordeal. 

Staff Reporter 
ROBB NORTHEY writes 

"I DIDN'T leave the yacht 
- it sank under me," was 
how one of the survivors of 
Thursday's yacht drama in 
the Indian Ocean described 
the ordeal. 

Bonnie Kneen (18) was re
calling the last moments on board 
her father's yacht Jay after it 
struck a submerged object -
possibly an oil drum - and sank 
within minutes. 

Bonnie, her father and 
mother, Peter and Mandy Kneen, 
and her boyfriend Charl Verwey 
and his brother Len were speak
ing after their arrival back in Pre
toria late on Friday night. 

They were rescued from their 
life-raft within 40 minutes of 
Peter Kneen having sent out a 
distress signal as the yacht sank. 

Describing the ocean drama, 
Mr Kneen said the yacht appear
ed to have been struck by a man
made object rather than an 
animal. 

"When I looked at the hole -
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On firm ground: yachting drama survivors Peter Kneen (left), his wife Amanda and daughter Bonnie, Len Verwey and, in front, 
Chari Verwey. 

not that we had much time to do 
so - it seemed to have been made 
by a sharp-edged object," Mr 
Kneensaid. 

"We were making about seven 
knots and were relaxing after sup
per when it happened. 

"It was one of those evenings 
that you go sailing for - condi
tions were really perfect. 

"After we struck the object we 
tried to block the hole off but it 
didn't help and we had to get into 
the raft. 

"I managed to get off a may
day call and was answered by the 
trawler Praia do Rostella, which 
was about four miles away and 
they picked us up soon 
afterwards," Mr Kneen said. 

Bonnie said the crew of the 
trawler were exceedingly kind and 
helpful. 

"We had nothing with us ex
cept the clothes we were wearing. 
They gave us clothes to wear and 
rinsed and dried our clothes. 
They even gave us pudding after 
supper!" she said. 

"Wh,;n we got to Maputo we 

had to walk through town bare
foot because we didn't have any 
shoes. 

"The crew wanted to give us 
their shoes and said we could mail 
them back to them." 

The sixth person on the yacht, 
Phillipe Denauw, flew home to 
Nelspruit from Maputo on 
Friday. 
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