
Geoff Meek faces acid test 
SOUTH AFR I CAN 
champion Geoff Meek 
and a crack local crew 
on the South African
bu il t record-breaking 
Rio race winning maxi, 
Broomstick, started the 
New York-to-London 
race on Saturday in a 
nine-yacht fleet which 
also included the 
world 's most famous 
yachtsman, American 
Dennis Conner. . 

Following a light airs 
start, Broomstick, skip
pered by owner Michael 
Kast, has failed to radio 
in her position for three 
consecutive days. 

Consensus among 
local yachtsmen is that 
Broomstick has the cre
dentials to beat Conner 
(on the brand-new Win
ston) and the other two 
W-60s in the race, US 
Women ' s Challenge , 
with Ross Field at the 
helm, and Dolphin and 
Youth , skippered by 
Matthew Humphries. 

Conner, who grew up 
as the son of a humble 
fisherman who lived a 
few blocks- from the San 
Diego Yacht Club, is 
probably the most tena
cious yachtsman in the 
world. To this day, he 
has never learnt to swim. 

In his second book, 
"Sail Like a Champion", 
the American says he 
was never a natural 
yachtsman, but rose to 
fame as the only man to 
have lost the coveted 
America's Cup and re
gained it through his 
ability to "bludgeon a 
problem to death". 

Conner deposed Ivy 
League-educated CNN 
magnate Ted Turner as 
skipper of the America's 
Cup boat Courageous in 
1977, leading to Turner's 
criticising his compatri
ot for "ruining the sport" 
and suggesting that he 
could beat him if he 
spent as much time sail-

ing as Conner did. 
Conner retorted that 

sailing was all about the 
best skipper, crew and 
camoai1m. In 1983. he 
wept openly when he be
came the first skipper to 
lose the famous trophy 
for the New York Yacht 
Club - to the Australian 
Alan Bond syndicate. 

The trophy cabinet 
holding the cup had 
been bolted to the floor 
of the NY Yacht Club for 
136 years. When Conner 
asked an official what 
would replace the cup if 
lost, the blunt reply was: 
"The head of the man 
who loses it." 

It's history that Conner 
won the cup back in 
1987, and returned con
troversially on a tri
maran to defend it again 
five years later. 

Few would argue that 
he is the toughest yachts
man in the world to beat 
as he races across the 
Atlantic to defeat Meek 
and also to qualify for 
his first Whitbread 
round-the-world race. 

Broomstick can beat 
the W-60s if M 
Nature supplies down~ 
wind conditions for the 
race, but the water bal· 
lasts of the W-60s will 
give them superiority on 
a beat or a reach. 

It's Meek or Conner. 
Place your bets now as 
we wait for Broomstick 
to tell the world where 
on earth they are. 

****** 
THE yachts in the 
second race of the annu· 
al NCS regatta in Dur· 
ban set sail on Monday 
in perfect weather an<l 
six-to-eight-knot winds 
which steadily picked up 
to 12 knots. 

All eyes were focusec 
on the J-22 class which ii 
preparing for the worl~ 
championships offshort 
of Durban next week. 

After a perfect start, 
Rob. de Vlieg on MIB led 
at the first mark, fol
lowed by Pete Shaw 
(Wildcard) , Willem 
Voerman (Kamakazi Ex
press) and Dave Rushton 
(Port Owen). The pack 
was soon shuffied, how
ever, as the race unfold
ed, with Shaw taking the / 
lead during the second j 
half to triumph. 

This left De Vlieg an 
unhappy yachtsman who 
conceded that he lost 
concentration briefly in 
the middle of the race 
and did not cover Shaw 
as closely as he should 
have. De Vlieg did, how
ever, admit that Shaw 
had superior boat speed 
in the conditions. 

In the L-26 class, there 
was a close battle al
though three boats - in
cluding the first-race 
winner:, Neil Tocknell 
(Galactica) - were over 
the line at the start and 
ruled out of contention. 

Paul Thompson (Phi
landerer) led until mid
way and then lost first 
position briefly to Ken 
v ust Stainless) 
before regaining it and 
going on to win. 

Although winds were 
light, the RCOD yacht 
Helgoland, skippered by 
David Parks, still man
aged to break her mast a 
few hundred metres 
from the finish line in a 
class won by Craig For
rester on C, A & B. 

In the Stadt 23 class, 
Crai.g Schweitzer won 
handsomely . Cape 
yachtsman Jan Reuvers 
(Royal Cape) took line 
honours in the "speed 
merchants" multihull 
class from Greg de Beyer 
(National Radiators) by 
a whopping 20 minutes. 
De Beyer still sneaked 
in to clinch the handicap 
result from Reuvers by a 
mere 18 seconds. · 

The IMS fleet's pres
sured start saw four 
boats over the line hav
ing to return for a restart 
or facing disqualifica
tion. This led to an upset 
as Ernie Shaw (AFI War
rior) won on corrected 
time from the first-race 
winners, Martin Payne 
and Mike Hopley (Cross
bow), by 50 seconds. 

** **** 
.ON Friday , a junior 
South African surfing 
team will wing its way on 
an exotic dream trip to 

compete in the lq!Ulcksu
ver junior international 
in Bali, Indonesia. 

The team, consisting of 
four u-18s, four u-16s and 
one girl, will make his
tory as the first South 
African team to surf in 
Indonesia. It will take on 
the surfing might of 
Indonesia , Australia , 
New Zealand, Brazil, Ja
pan and the United 
States at Kuta Beach 
from July 14-18. 

The South 'African tMm 
Michael Moore (WP). Maro Jackson 

' 

(Ntl), Byron Howanh (Niil. Greg Emi lie 
(Bdrl. Allan Randall (Bdr), David Pf.ti 
(SC), Sean Holmes (SC), Warren Tudt 
(EP), Michelle Hill (EP). M .... : Gery 
Gravett (Bdr). Cooch: Cari van Vuuren 
(EP). 

** ** ** 
TWO rigorous day11 of 
spearfishing from Buf
fels Bay to the South 
West Reefs at the week
end was well compensat
ed when 24 of the 27 
divers shot fish. 

In excellent water in 
temperatures of 16 de
grees Celcius and 15-
metre visibility; the 
celebration of the com
petition belonged to T 
Botha who shot a new 
Western Province spear
fishing record with a 
Red Roman of 4,54 kg. 

The fourth WP trial 
was held from Anvil to 
Cape Point, and 16 of the 
24 divers shot fish in 
conditions similar to 
those for the spearfish
ing contest. 

The nHUltl 
8-ifllhlng: 1 T Botha, 2 A Lourens. 

3 A van der Marwe, 4 T Niemand, 5 P 
Sim. 6 E Hayman. 

WP trial: 1 E Hayman. 2 T Botha. 3 A 
de Kock, 4 A Lourens, 5 F Snyman. 6 A 
van der Merwe. 


