
D YACHTING: Anxious moments in the J22 class 

Wild Card's Shaw the 
luckiest man on the water 

By Greg Knowler 
THE luckiest man in yester
day's NCS Regatta racing has 
to be the J22 Wild Card skip
per, Pete Shaw. 

After shipping his boat from 
Cape Town to Durban, Shaw 
and his crew yesterday waited 
anxiously for the almost 
brand new yacht to be off
loaded. 

It eventually came off the 
ship and was furiously sailed 
to the start, making it with 
only three minutes to spare 
before the gun. 

Shaw went on to win the 
race and is definitely up there 
with the favourites to take the 
class overall. 

Most people who don't sail 
boats assume that the main 
criteria for a yacht race is a 
very strong wind, not quite a 
hurricane but not far off. 

While this might be so for 
some of the larger boats, 
nothing could be further from 
the truth for yachts compet
ing in Lhe regatta off Durban 
this week. 

Day two started in ideal 
conditions with a seven knot 
wind blowing at the start and 
freshening slightly to 12 knots 
by the aftetnoon. 

Revelling in the breeze were 
the J22 class yachts which 
once again provided the most 
closely contested battle. 

This class has always been 
competitive but possiNy pro
viding the extra boost is the 
knowledge that next week 
these crews will be racing in 
the world champi.onships, 
also off Durban. ' 

Shaw got off to a good start, 
just behind Rob de Vlieg of 
MIB. 

Superb racing kept the lead 
changing but Wild Card man
aged to edge past on the sec
ond round and went on to win 
by about lOOm. 

"We started in a seven to 
eight knot wind but this 
changed to around 12 later 
on," Shaw said. 

"Wild Card has always been 
able to do well in a 12 knotter 
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Pretoria J22 class yacht MIB held the lead for three 
quarters of yesterday's racing in the NCS Regatta but 
was beaten to the line by the Cape Town boat Wild 
Card. Picture by ALAN COXON. 

because it suits our sail set
ting. Okay, my crew are also 
far more technically ad
vanced than anyone else's," 
he joked. 

Shaw said he would be go
ing all out to win the regatta 
which, he feels, will give him
self and his crew a psycholog
ical advantage over next 
week's internationals. 

De Vlieg agreed that when 
the wind picked up Wild Card 
"went too fast". 

"We managed to hold sec
ond until the finish but we 
would have done better in 
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light winds. We are still 
checking out other people's 
capabilities and I can say we 
learned quite a bit," De Vlieg 
said. 

In the L26 class there was 
also a close duel but the race 
was unfortunately affected by 
three boats being over the 
line at the start, including 
Sunday's winner Galactica, 
which ruled them out of con
tention. 

Philanderer led the race un
til midway but skipper Paul 
Thompson temporarily lost 
the lead to Just Stainless be-

fore regaining it and crossing 
the line first. 

Despite the light winds, 
David Parks ' RCOD class 
yacht Helgoland broke her 
mast just a few hundred 
metres from the finish. 
C,A & B Inc went on to win in 
convincing style. 

Yesterday's top three posi
tions in the Stadt 23 class 
were the same as the first 
day ' s racing with Craig 
Schweitzer on Nashua North 
crossing the line well ahead of 
the rest. 

Close racing also 
characterised the multihull 
and IMS classes. 

Jan Revers, on the 
multihull Royal Cape, took 
line honours from Greg de 
Beyer on National Radiators 
by 20 minutes but after the 
handicap times were calculat
ed he won by a mere 18 
seconds. 

Bad starts in the IMS class 
saw four boats turning back 
to restart or face disqualifica
tion, which caused an upset in 
the results. 

Ernie Shaw on AFI Warrior 
won on corrected time from 
Sunday's winner, Crossbow. 

Results 
J22 Class: 1. Wild Card (Pete Shaw, CT); 2. MIB 
(Rob de Vlieg, Ptal; 3. Port Owen (Dave Hudson, 
CTI; L 26 Class: 1. Philanderer (Paul Thompson, 
VaalJ; 2. Just Stainless (Ken van Wyk, Vaall ; 3. 
Milky Lane (John Sheppard, ELI. Stadt 23 Class: 1. 
Nashua North (C<aig Schweitzer. Jhb/Witsl, 2. Utax 
Staggerlee (Peter Lee, Vaall, 3. Windsing (Brendin 
Lee, Vaall. RCDD Class: 1. C,A & B Inc (Dbnl; 2. 
Chlorinaut Spray, Dbnl, 3. Sun Tonic (Keith Stewart, 
Dbnl. IMS Class: 1. AFI Warrior (Ernie Shaw, Dbnl, 
2. Crossbow (Hopley/Payne, Dbnl, 3. Point Blank 
(Eddie Broad bank, Dbnl. Multihull Class: 1. National 
Radiator (Greg de Beyer. Dbnl, 2. Royal Cape (Jan 
Reuvers, CTI, 3. Puff (Bill Ellens, VaalJ. 
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