
The pre-race favourite for Crystie Week, 
Swimlion, was disqualified in yesterday's 

race after starting prematurely. 

D YACHTING: Desperate 'tacking duel' in L-34 class 

Equinox sneaks in first 
By Greg Knowler 

A DESPERATE "tacking duel" 
between two Durban yachts was 
the highlight of yesterday 's 
Crystie eek sailing regatta 
which started off the Golden 
Mile yesterday. 

The L-34 class yachts, Equi
nox and AFI Warrior, duelled 
for the entire race, tacking 
again and again in an attempt 
to gain distance . . 

Equinox eventually managed 
to slide in at the finish and beat 
AFI Warrior by seconds. 

Martin Payne, skipper of 
Equinox , said they started 
badly but after the first beat the 
boat seemed to go faster. 

"We managed to get ahead of 
AFI Warrior but they were right 
on us," he said. 

" On the second beat they 
passed us and then on the run 
down we were right on their tail, 
and I mean about six inches. 

"We probably put in 15 tacks, 
one after another, to try and get 
ahead then they went one way 
and we went out to sea and 
managed to round the final 
mark just ahead." 

Payne said Close Again, also 
an L-34 which finished third , 
caught up as Equinox tacked 
but couldn't catch up. 

"Equinox is going very fast 
and if the wind picks up we have 
a very good chance for the rest 
of the week." 

A spectacular sail past marked 
the start of the race and Point 
Yacht Club commodore Don 
Shaw, Port Director Jan Mors, 
PYC Vice-commodore Dave 
Rushton and NCS Resins' Doug 
Lazell took the salute. 

With spinnakers flying the 90 
boat fle et s ailed past the 
Portnet tug Otto Buhr, signall
ing the start of the event. 

Sunny skies and a 10 knot 
wind, which was possibly a little 
light, gave skippers a chance to 
tune up their crews and prepare 
for the tough week ahead. 

Things got a little out of hand 
at the beginning of the IMS 
class race with many boats 
mistiming the start. 

There was plenty of shouting 
and swearing in the resulting 
chaos but luckily no boats were 
damaged. 

However, one of the pre-regat
ta favourites, Swimlion, was ad
judged a premature starter and, 
although the boat finished well 
up in the fleet, she was 
disqualified. 

The IMS class boat Golden Fleece runs into a bit of trou
ble as a spinnaker in the water almost stopped her dead 

and cost several valuable seconds. 

Other boats who were over 
the line exonerated themselves 
by returning to the start and 
setting off once again. 

The Cape boat Corum went 
on to win both line arid handi
cap honours in the IMS class, 
and Barcom Seaboard and 
Auberge, both Natal yachts, fin
ished second and third 
respectively. 

The J -22 class also had its 
share of excitement with the 
lead changing several times be
tween Mr Bojangles, skippered 
by Chris King , and Craig 
Millar's Stateline Warlord. Mr 
Bojangles went on to take the 
honours, and when asked if he 
would lead his crew to an over
all victory, a confident King 
said: "That's what we are here 
for". 
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Close racing was also pro
vided by the RCOD class with 
the initial leader Spray, sailed 
by Ray Bester of Natal, finally 
finishing third .. Jack Goldsmith, 
also of Natal, had to fight hard 
to get his boat Prion to victory 
ahead of Dave Runtzler in 
Reaction. 

Graham Dibb dominated the 
L-26 class and was chased for 
the entire race by fellow 
Capetonian Rick Nankin who 
finished second. 

Every year Crystie Week pro
duces a couple of days of strong 
winds and heavy seas which will 
see the action hot up in the 
most prestigious event on the 
South African yachting 
calendar. 

Results 
Hunter Class: 1 Orea (0 Bezuidenhout, Tvl); 2 Odin's 
Eys (R Letton, Tvl); 3 Atlanta (H Schroeder, Natal). 
IMS Class: 1 Corum (C Middleton, Cape); 2 Barcom 
Seaboard (M Taylor, Natal); 3 Auberge (R Goulden). 
J-22 Class: 1 Mr Bojangles (C King, Cape); 2 Stateline 
Warlord (C Millar, Natal) ; 3 Prinz Eugen (R de Vl ieg, 
Tvl). 
J-27 Class: 1 Pure Magic (G Davidge-Pitts, Tvl); 2 
Jouster (I Taylor, Tvl); 3 Pirell i (G Davies, Tvl). 
l-26 Class: ,1 Royal Cape (G Dibb, Cape); 2 Stainless (R 
Nankin, Natal); 3 Galact ica (N Tocknell/P Harris, Natal). 
l-34 Class: 1 Equinox (M Payne, Natal) ; 2 AFI Warrior (E 
Shaw, Natal); 3 Close Again (T Flynn/A Close). 
RCOD Class: 1 Prion (J Goldsmith, Natal); 2 Reaction (0 

• Runtzler, Natal) ; 3 Spray (R Bester, Natal). 
Stadt 23 Class: 1 Ray Ban (C Schweitzer, Tvl); 2 Signkor 
IP French, Tvl); 3 Top Notch (M Linton, Tvl). 
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