
Bok Dave 
out to give 
it a full go 
SPRINGBOK yachtsman 
Dave Hudson, who heads 
a strong contingent of 
Cape sailors aiming to 
again take home the hon
ours in next week's Crys
tie Trophy Regatta off 
Durban in Port Owen 
Challenger, believes the 
event could be an ideal 
platform to launch South 
Africa's re-entry into 
Olympic sailing. 

One of the most
capped Springbok 
yachtsmen in the coun
try , Hudson describes 
Durban as an ideal venue 
for preparing the coun
try's leading yachtsmen 
for international compe
tition, with Crystie Week 
offering the combina
tions necessary to set 
that process in motion. 

"The sailing conditions 
off Durban are usually 
excellent. In fact, I have 
no doubt the city is going 
to be in demand interna
tionally as a venue for 
world championship 
keelboat events in the fu
ture. 

"The Crystie regatta is 
always well run and at
tracts the best yachts
men. Competition re
mains intense and pro
vides participants with 
the sort of experience 
necessary to prepare 
ourselves for whatever 
the rest of the world can 
throw at us." 

Hudson reckons that 
Crystie Week also pro
vides a good shake-down 
for the Joko Lipton Chal
lenge Cup, South Africa's 
yacht racing classic, 
which celebrates its 80th 
anniversary this year. 
The regatta takes place 
in Table Bay at the end 
of August. 

Port Owen Challenger 
has been chosen to carry 
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the flag for the Royal 
Cape Yacht Club in this 
club event, and Hudson 
and his crew are deter
mined to see the 
R500 000 trophy, donated 
by Sir Thomas Lipton in 
1908, back in its "rightful 
home". RCYC last won 
the Lipton Cup in 1987. 

"Crystie Week is vital 
to the run-up to the Lip
ton Cup. Aside from the 
Western Province cham
pionships, it is the only 
opportunity we will have 
to evaluate the opposi
tion," says Hudson, who 
remains quietly confi
dent of Port Owen Chal
lenger's chances. 

The Cape contingent 
are fully aware that Dur
ban's Point Yacht Club 
are also intent on captur- 1 
ing South Africa's most 
prestigious prize, which 
would secure their hopes 1 
of hosting the regatta in 
1992, when the club cele
brate their centenary. 

Hudson is joined in his 
assault by crew regulars 
Steve du Toit, Ali Ser
ritslev, Henry Wiggins, 
Glen Zamudio and Simon 
James. All have been 
sailing together for the 
past four years. They are 
accompanied by experi
enced team manager 
Jane Hudson, the only 
woman to take on this 
important role in what 
will be a male-dominat· 
ed fleet. 

The Port Owen Chal
lenger team make no 
bones that they attend to 
be extremely aggressive 
on the water, and will be 
racing to a well planned 
and orchestrated strate
gy. 


