
Durban boats come back fighting 
DURBAN yachts staged 
a dramatic recovery in 
the fourth day's racing of 
the Crystie Ocean Chal
lenge offshore from Dur
ban yesterday. 

Of the seven classes 
racing, Durban yachts 
won six, generally by big 
margins. 

One of the biggest 
upsets came in the L34 
class where - until yes
terday - Cape Town's 
Geoff Meek was domin
ating. 

The start of this class, 
in ideal conditions, saw 
Royal Cape's Suburban 
Hardware and Durban's 
Emile's Intercoiffure get 
the best starts. A very 
competitive tack up the 
first beat saw Durban's 
'\Fl Warrior with 

"'lringbok Ernie Shaw at 

the helm move up into 
second place. True to her 
name, the Warrior bat
tled her way fo the front 
of the fleet and had es
tablished a lead by the 
end of the first triangle. 

From then on she in
creased her lead and 
took it to the finish line. 
A jubilant Ernie Shaw 
commented afterwards: 
"At last we've got our 
act together. After three 
races with small things 
going wrong which cost 
us dearly, today we 
made no mistakes. Our 
spe.ed was never below 
6,2 knots. We just got fas
ter and faster." 

Behind AFI Warrior, 
there was a real dogfight 
going on for second place 
between about five 
yachts. Two were ban-
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died particularly well. 
Toro Irrigation from the 
Transvaal with Robbie 
Willcox at the helm and 
Durban's Equinox, skip
pered by Iain Park-Ross, 
fought their way out of 
the pack to take second 
and third places respec
tively. 

One class which rev
elled in yesterday's con
ditions were the L26s. 
Durban's Streetcar , 
which had a runaway 
win on Tuesday, repeat
ed the performance by 
getting maximum boat
speed and by the start of 
t he final beat had ob
t ained a comfortable 
lead. 

Not so comfortable 
however, that the crew 
could make mistakes . 
Cape yachts Judron and 
Sturrock Shipping were 
in dangerous positions 
throughout the race. 

Judron from Hout Bay 
was eventually second, 
but an impressive per
formance was put in by 
Dave Hudson at the helm 
of Port Owen Challenger 
who came up several 
places on the final beat. 

The J22 competition 
became a two-horse race 
between Strider from 
Durban and Mr Bojan
gles from the Transvaal. 
These two, considerably 
ahead of the rest of the 
fleet , fought it out 
throughout the 16 nauti
cal mile course. 

What made the race 

even more exciting was 
the J22's ability to plane 
quickly and surf easily. 

Strider eventually took 
the race with Mr Bojan
gles second and Haka 
Hana Bosch third. 

The boys from Mid
m a r Dam are really 
making their presence 
felt in the Hunter Class. 
Yesterday saw yet an
other win for Craig Mil-
1 a r 's Aluweld BB with 
Flirt, also from Midmar, 
second. 

D Because of the oil 
spillage off the north 
coast, it was decided last 
night to cancel today's 
long distance race to Ri
chards Bay and instead 
have two more round the 
buoys races today and 
tomorrow. 


