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Exciting 
racing 
in heavy 
seas 

NORMAN 
SHERIFF 

THE second day of the 
1989 Crystie Ocean Chal
lenge offshore from Dur
ban yesterday saw some 
very close racing in 
heavy conditions. 

The fleet of 91 ocean 
racers began the race in 
a five-knot south-wester
ly, which later increased 
and gusted to more than 
20 knots at the finish . 
The sea became very 
lumpy, which made it 
wet and uncomfortable 
for the yachtsmen. 

Two of the Hunte r 
class yachts had to 'retire 
because of broken rud
ders and one crewman 
fell overboard from the 
J22 class yacht Paguard 
IV from the Transvaal. 

"L34 racing has never 
been as good as this ," 
said one skipper after 
the race, and very close 
it was indeed with the 
first five yachts crossing 
the line within 50 seconds 
of each other. 

At first it looked like 
Shell Close Again was 
goi ng t o win havin g 
taken the lead. just be
fore the finish, but on the 
final tack a crewman 
pulled in the wrong 
sheet, sending the jib fly
ing. 

This mistake c ost 
them first place, which 
went to Bear Moonraker 
with Shell Close Again 
second and Vuarnet Rou
lette third. 

One of the tightest 
races was between Sun 
Tonic and Foxy Lady in 
the RCOD class . They 
were cross tacking and 
cover taking all the way 
around the course with 
very little in in. 

The eventual winner 
was Sun Tonic by mere 
centimetres with Foxy 
Lady sec.ond and .Wttle 
One, which was never 
really in contention, 
third. 

There was much posi
tion cha nging at the 
front of the the L26 class, 
which appears to be 
shaping up into a 
straight figh t between 
Durba n's MMI Mazda 
and the Cape's SX Stain
less Steel and Victoria B. 

These yachts are con
sidered by many to be 
the fop tbree m the coun
try at the moment. 

This race was narrow 
ly won by SX Stainless 
Steel with MMI Mazda 
second and Victoria B 
third, although these re
sults are subject to a 
protest between the win
ner and Port Owen Chal
lenger. 

Crystie Week contin
ues today with the third 
race and ends on Friday. 
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