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FRENCH Connection, a 
Cape-based manufactur
er of high-fashion cloth
ing for the younger mar
ket, will sponsor the only 
all-girl team participat
ing in one of the most 
prestigious events on the 
yachting calendar - the 
1988 Lipton Challenge 
Cup. 

Derek Cohen, MD of 
French Connection in 
Lansdowne, says he is 
proud to be associated 
with the team which con
sists of Judy Provoyeur, 
Lyn van der Merwe, Pau
la Stewart, Linda Ra
binowitz and Judie Wil
liams. 

At the helm is experi
enced sailor Judy Pro
voyeur, who has com
peted in international 
events and was part of 
the French Connection 
crew in the Bartolomeu 
Dias race from Lisbon to 
Cape Town. 

She started sailing 
dinghies at the age of 13 
and has received West
ern Province colours for 
both dinghy and keel
boat sailing. She won the 
Sonnet national cham
pionships in 1976 and 
was part of the winning 
crew in the 1984 and 1985 
Rothmans Week cham
pionships. 

In 1985 she competed 
in the J24 All Woman In
ternational Regatta in 

Newport, Rhode Island 
together with Lyn van 
der Merwe and Paula 
Stewart. 

Linda Rabinowitz, a
radiographer, has been 
sailing for most of her 
life, taking part in a 
number of Sonnet na
tionals and Western Pro
vince championships. 
She will handle the fore
deck. 

Paula Stewart, a secre
tary from Claremont, has 
sailed dinghies from an 
early age and now pre
fers the excitement of 
keelboat racing. Paula's 
duties will include tack
ing, setting the spinna
ker and trimming the 
sails. 

Lyn van der Merwe's 
life revolves around 
yachting. Of all the crew, 
she has had the most ex
perience in keelboat 
sailing. A mother of two, 
Lyn is involved in the 
sail-making business 
and during her free time 
will sail on anything she 
can lay her hands on. 

She has crewed for 
some of the top yachts
men in the country and 

' The all-girl team taking part in the Upton Cup (from left) Paula 
Stewart, Lyn van der Merwe, Judy Provoyeur, Judie Williams and 

has been the False Bay 
Yacht Club's ladies 
champion for the past 
three years. Lyn is in 
charge of the cockpit 
and assists Paula with 
the trimming of the sails. 

Judie Williams, a 
mother of two teenage 
daughters, started sail
ing relatively late in life 
but regards every sail as 
an opportunity to learn 
more about this exciting 
sport. She will be in 
charge of the halliards. 

Technique, not brute 
strength, will be the stra-

Linda Rabinowitz. 
tegy. 1 sio~s_,"_!he says. 

"In order to do well ~n Entries are expected 
the Lipton Cup the gi~ls from all the major yacht 
will have to overco~e clubs around the coun
the drawback of bei~g try for this year's Lipton 
underweight," says Lyn Cup, which will be held 
van der Merwe. "Tl)e at the Royal Cape Yacht 
ideal average weight f'pr Club between Sunday, 
the 26 ft yacht is 380 q August 2_1 and Friday, 
while our weight is just August 26. 
under 300 kg, which.-----~""'="=~~ 
means in strong winds 
we may struggle a bit. 

"We must sail consis
tently, capitalize on our 
technique and read the 
weather well in order to 
make good tactical deci-




