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Crew members of the East London Yacht Club's entry for the Lipton Cup Challenge. Back row (from 
left): the managing director of the sponsors, Mr Tony Cotterell, Mike Joubert, John Sheppard and 

EAST LONDON - The 
East London Yacht Club 
(EL YC) entry for this 
year's Lipton Challenge 
Cup in Cape Town, El
marie, was taken out of 
the water yesterday to 
undergo preparations 
for the race next month. 

The rear commodore, 
offshore, of the EL YC, 
arid manager of the 
crew, Mrs Lesley Web
ber, said the yacht 
would be cleaned, 
rubbed down and 
painted before being 
refloated on July 29 and 
renamed Kempston Hire 
after her sponsors at an 
ELYC function. 

The managing direc
tor of the sponsors, Mr 
A. Cotterell, said he was 
pleased to have a con
tinuing association with 
yachting, particularly in 
East London. The group 
has been associated 

Tony Allen. Front row (from left): Penny Philips, Dave Hart, De Naude. 

with the sport for five 
years and had an entry 
in the last Beachcomber 
Race from Mauritius to 
Durban. 

It is the first time in 
six years that a yacht 
from the club has par
ticipated in the premier 
event which, by invita
tion, allows one entry 
from each eligible club 
in the country. 

The yacht is the only 
entry from the Eastern 
Cape. Mrs Webber said 
the difficulty in the past 
has been to obtain 
sponsorship. 

Elmarie will be skip
pered by Dave Hart and 
crewed by Tony Allen, 
John Sheppard, De 
Naude and Michael Jou
bert who have been 
training for the past six 
weeks. 

The Lipton Challenge 

Cup was presented by 
Sir Thomas Lipton in 
1909, who started the 
America's Cup and was 
well known for his ef
forts to win it. 

All clubs use identical 
boats, the L26 class, with 
the winning team stipu
lating the following 
year's race venue. 

The event, hosted this 
year by the Royal Yacht 
Club in Table Bay, will 
be held from August 21 
to 27 and comprises six 
round-the-buoy races of 
20 km. 25 entries have 
been received from ma
jor yacht clubs country
wide. 

Elmarie will be ship
ped down on August 10 
on the Unicorn line's ro
ro vessel, Border. Some 
of the crew will leave on 
August 12 with others 
leaving closer to the re
gatta date. - DDR 




