
Dramatic start to Lipton Cup 
THE 1985 Lipton Cup re
gatta , the most presti
gious yachting event in 
South Africa, got off to a 
slow but exciting and 
dramatic start offshore 
from Durban yesterday. 

In the very light con
ditions there was a very 
late start and once the 
wind had settled down 
there were two general 
recalls with several 
yachts over the line at 
the start. 

Once away the 23-
strong fleet of L26s en
joyed some extremely 
close racing in the 8 to 
10-knot north-easterly. 

The race sailed yester
day was the very diffi
cult square course which 
had to be sailed twice 
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with a final beat to the 
finish. 

At the end of the first 
round hot favourite B2G2 
of the Point Yacht Club 
was leading followed by 
Element, Tatoosh, the 
defending champion Ga-
1 act i ca, Omega Hea
twave and Halcyon. 

There were just 60 sec
onds between these first 
six yachts. 

Tatoosh took the lead 
during the next wind
ward beat, which began 
a spate of very frequent 
position changing and as 
the fleet began the final 
beat to the finish Galac
t ic a was leading fol 
lowed by Element, Red 

Robin and Tatoosh. 
There was more posi

tion changing on the final 
beat with first place 
eventually going to the 
University of Natal 
yacht Element P .G.M. 
with just half a boat 
length from Cape Colum
bine. 

All 23 yachts crossed 
the finish line within 13 
minutes of each other 
after three-and-a-half 
hours of sailing. 

Results of this firs t 
round are: 1 Element 
P .G.M. (University of 
Natal) , 2 Cape Colum
bine (Defence - Simon
s town) , 3 Galactica 
(Transvaal Yacht Club), 

4 Tatoosh (Victoria Lake 
Club) , 5 Omega Hea
twave (Royal Cape 
Yacht Club) , 6 B2G2 
(Point Yacht Club). 

The regatta continues 
today and ends on Fri
day. 

Another major regat
ta also began yesterday 
offshore - the Wes
bank/ Radio Port Natal 
Hobie Cat national 
championships hosted by 
the Point Yacht Club. 
Sixty-four Hobie 14s and 
eight Hobie 16s sailed by 
women are competing. 

Two races were held 
yesterday and from the 
outset Hobie Catters 
from the Cape appeared 
to be predominating. 

Results were: 1st race: 
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1 Lionel Hartley (East 
London), 2 Eric Siebrits 
(Knysna), 3 Sid Lipp
streau (Port Elizabeth), 4 
Colin Whitehead (De
fence). 

2nd race : 1 Andre 
Morse (Transvaal Cat 
Club), 2 Paul Thomas 
(Point Yacht Club), 3 A. 
Lawrence (Hout Bay), 4 
W. Edwards (Fish Hoek 
Beach Sailing Club). 

Results for both the 
ladies' Hobie 16 races 
were the same with 
Caroline Winter of Bon
amanzi Sailing Club first, 
Lisa Stuckenberg, also of 
Bonamanzi, second, and 
Tanya Johnson of Point 
Yacht Club third. 

Again the regatta con
tinues until Friday. 


