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LOS ANGELES - The Los An
geles to Honolulu transpacific 
race began at midday yesterday 
with the South African yacht 
Momentum in the middle of the 
Class A fleet trailing the race's 
record holder, Merlin. 

Watching the 66 racers as 
they set their spinnakers soon 
after the start of their 2 225 sea
mile passage was a spectator 
fleet of 100 boats. 

Momentum's start must have 
been disappointing for her skip
per, Gerhard Aab (24), who had 
hoped to gain an initial edge 
over the strong competition by 
crossing the line first. 

But the young skipper, a re
cent graduate of the University 
of the Witwatersrand, is likely 
to be buoyed by the news that 
the wind today will be heavier 
than first forecast. 

Momentum, the largest yacht 
in the race and also one of the 
heaviest in Class A, was de
signed to profit from the hea
vier wind conditions of the Cape, 
unlike her ultra-light rivals, 

· most of which were built for 
lighter winds. 

OPTIMISTIC 
Before the race both Mr Aab 

and crew member Howard 
Amoils (23) spoke optimistically 
of their chances of winning. 

Transpac, as the race is 
known, boasts no les8 than 15 ul
tralight Class A boats. 

Mr Amoils said: "In speed 
there is little difference be
tween the 15 boats. It is tactical
ly that the differences come in." 

Their chief tactical bugbear is 
a no-wind high-pressure zone en 
route to Hawaii. "The trick is to 
know where the high pressure 
system is, and to skirt in as 
close as possible." 

Momentum is the only yacht 
sailing under a South African 
flag. Rampant II, which was 
formerly owned by a South Afri
can, is also competing - but 
under an Australian flag. 


