
The man 

ho • 
IS 

tough - and 

doesn't have 
to prove it 

CAPE TOWN, Thursday. 
ERIC TABARLY says little, avoids publicity and 
has the mild mannered mien of a man who knows 
he is extremely tough and does not have to prove 
it. - . 

But behind the stoic 
facade lurks a quicksilver 
mind which has revolu
tionised boat design and con
founded traditionalists ... 

. During the last fc'w years 
this French naval lieutenant 
has produced a series of 
yachts which range in 
general appearance from a 
massive dinghy to a Hoating 
tennis court. 

All these craft have two 
things in common - they 
mock accepted design prin
ciples and they go extremely 
welt 

"Most people who want to 
buy .a racing yacht go to a 
designe\" and ask them for a 
craft," said Mr. Brian Lello, 
one of the organisers of the 
Cape-to-Rio race, "and they 
usually receive something 
ordinary off the shelf. 
Tabarly tells the designer 
exactly what he wants." 

And usually his brain
children flout convention. 
His ability to exploit the 
unusual and his impressive 
list of wins in international 
yacht races today makes him 
.one if not the most 
respected sailors in the 
world. 

Taba·rly, born in Ilriittany 
fo 1931, and a holder of the 
French Legion of Honour 
Award, first made world 
!headlines in {964, when he 
won the single-handed trans
atlantic yuacht race in Pen 
ll>uick 2. 

Next 
In his next yacht, Pen 

Duick 3, he managed to bend 
the rules by gaining a 
schooner rating. 

A schooner has two masts, 
one taller than the other, 
and its rig is generally ac
cepted to · be less efficient 
than most others. 

Tabarly had Pen Duick 3 

fitted with two masts, one 
only a few ·inches taller than 
the other, ;md 1thus 'qualified 
as a schooner. 

But by means of a very 
large and l o o s e · f o o t e d 
"wishbone" foresail he gave 
·the craft the speed she 
would normally not have had 
with a schooner ri·g. 

Th!is particular saH was 
first designed by another 
yachtsman 18 years ago, but 
nobody, except Tabarly, 
bothered to take it seriusly. 

In Pen Duick 3, the yacht 
he will race in the Cape-to
Rio, he was first across the 
line in the Sydney-Hobart 
race in 1967 and went on to 
become points winner in the 
European circuit during the 
same year. 

Victories 
Even as he revelled in · the 

victories, Tabarly was think
ing up better and faster 
yacht designs Pen Duick 4, a 
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ERIC TABARLY on one of his yachts - all named. Pen Duick. 

65ft. light allow trimaran, 
was the next result. 

Trimarans are common, 
and there might even be one 
or two others- of the same 
size as Pen Duick 4, but 
none of them had been sail
ed in a single-handed race. 

"Unthinkable'', was the 
reaction when he entered 
the yacht, .described by some 
unkind criltics· as a floating 
tennis court, in the 1968 
trans-atlantic race. 

Damaged 
Unfortunately the yacht 

was badly damaged soon 
after. the start in a collision 
with a coaster and had tio 
limp back to port. 

Pen Duick was repaired, 
and he set sail again some 
time after the race. Tabarly 
knew he had a good design 
and he wanted 'to ' prove it. 
He did . so by breaking the 
record for the North Atlan
tic crossing. 

Next came Pen Duick 5, 
which resembles a huge 
dinghy. He sailed this craft 
to a hands-down win in the 
trans-Pacific race last year. 

And even now he is 
designing another Pen Duick 
(or Jenny Wren) which is 
also believed to have off-beat 
features. Number six in line, 
she will be ente.red in the 
1972 trans-atlantic race. 

Tabarly who sails for 
most of the year with the 
official blessing of the 

French Navy, is now compet
ing in the Los Angeles to 
Tahiti race and is expected 
to arrive in Cape Town in 
December. · 

Racing 
Ocean racing is an ex· 

pensive business, and Tabar· 
ly is not known to be a 
wealthy man. 

According to Mr. Lello he 
probably receive s con-

• r 

siderable backing fro1m the 
French Navy and from the 
French ballpofat millionaire, 
Mr. Bich. 

"He has done mere for the 
- French Navy and for his 

country than almost anybody 
in recent years," he said. 

"He is a prime asset to 
France and the Navy realised 
that it would be the most 
sensible thing to let him do 
what he does best. We cou1ld 
de with that sort of backing 
for yachtsmen here." 


