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THE MAN WHO ROWED THE ATLANTIC 
I MIAMI (Florida.): .-------~-------------------------------, 

John Fairfax had just 
had his first hot bath in 
six months. 

"It Is imPQsslble to 
describe what a wonderful 
experience that was," he 
md. 

Dressed in a smart, blue 
Italian aports shirt and 
neatly pressed slacks -
brought from London by his 
girl-friend Sylvia Marret -
he looked ·anything but a 
man who had Just spent six 
montha improbably crossing 
the Atlantic atone in a 
cockleshell of a rowing boat. 

The only thing likely to 
identify him as the first man 
to row the Atlantic single
handed was a beard and six 
months growth a sun
bleacbed hair streaming 
down ht neck. 

•I don't want to be 
mistaken for a hippie." 

Spectacular 
Says Fairfax: 'It'a seema so 

llrange wearing clothes. I 
have lived in the nude for 
six months. I found the sun 
helped to keep me free of 
skin irritations." 

His achievement 1 n 
beating the Atlantic spec. 
acular. This moot l alone, 
Donald Crowhurst was Iott 
from hi& large and well 
equipped yacht and Thor 
Heyerdahl and his crew have 
been forced to abandon their 
reed boat. 

"I was fully aware of the 
risk I took," said 31-year-old 
Fairtu. "it was dUljerous. 
It was a gamble. But it was 
not foolhardy. 

"I had done my homework 
well. I had planned the trip 
for 15 years. It was a dream. 
n was a vtston. My life 
would never have been com
plete unless I had tttempted 
it. 

Ballyhoo 
''I had many bad moments. 

But I never l<m. faith in 
myself. I never 1091 faith in 
my adventure. And I never 
lost faith in my boat, the 
Britannia. Uffa Fox did a 
brilliant job designing tt. 

"It is a masterpiece. 
Although at times in severe 
storms I was literally under 
W'lrter, I was newr in daniier 
of Binklng. When I overtum· 
ed, the boat immediately 
righted itself. That · Uttle 
rowboat was jullt too big for 
the Atlantic." 

On Sunday John Fairfax's 
adventure ended six months 
to ~e day after 1eavina the 
Canaey lslands in January -
in a whirl of American 
ballyhoo. 

!.uxury private pleMUre 
boats SUlTOl.lnded him, wi'th 
Americana offering cigars 
and chilled m a r t I n l s. 
Helicopters and small planes 
circlec overhead. Bikini girls 
cheered him. 

Looking dazed an d 
unsteady on his ffft, he bent 
down to pick up two 
!handfuls of sand, and he let 
it trickle through hia power
ful fingers. 

His first words? .. I haven't 
slept far three days." 

'I'hen he was towed to Fort 
Lauderdale, put the liner 
Queen Elizabeth, now a 
tourist attraction. 

As the Britannia was 
dwarfed beneath the Queen's 
giant bow, one became aware 
of the minuteness of 
Fairfax's boat and the 
magnttude of his ac
complishment. 

What were bis feelings as 

-

John Fairfax greeted by swimmers on arrival at Hollywood Beach and 
(below) Fairfax, clean-shaven and worried-looking, pictured before 
he set off. At the time he said: "I'm sure I can do it in three months.'' 
In fact, it took him twice that long to the day - but it is still a re-

he set foot on American 
eoH? "I felt 'import.ant there 
were so many people 
waiting for me. Nothing like 
this hu happened to me, 
before, but I felt l had earn· 
edit." 

Symbolic 
He added: "I felt it was 

symbolic - my arriving at 
this time when men were 
about to land on the moon. I 
had to arrive from Britain 
the primitive way. And I ar· 
rived clote to the place 
where Apollo 11 toot off the 

markable feat. 

~er day. 
"I wish the utronauta the 

best of British luck." 
Whllt of the future? 
"Right now my thoughbl 

do not go beyond this 
ciiiarette and this 11.. of 
whisky. During the long 
joumey I made plans for 
another Mtventure - but I 
am not ready to dioscues it 
yet. 

"It wlU certainly not fn. 
volve rowing. I never want 
to row again. Anyway, I am 
a lousy rower - I'll never 
make Henley." - Sketch 
News Service. 

'It seems so strange wearing 
clothes. I have lived in the nude 

for six months. I found the sun 
helpe·d keep me free of skin irri· 
tations ••• I planned the trip for 
15 years. It was a dream • • • a 
vision. , 
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