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VOortrekker was 
built for speed 

-

L6eneralf,, 1cgpntp 
Welcome Home _ _, 

BRUCE 
and congratulations on 

a magnificent achievement 

from the official insurers 
of the 

"Voortrekker" 
CENERAL ACCIDENT INSURANCE COMPANY 

· SOUTH AFRICA LIMITED 
In association with the world-wide 

General Accident Croup 

Head Office : · 86 ·ST. CEORCE'S ST., CAPE TOWN 
BRANCHES AND AGENCI ES THROUGHOUT SOUTH A FRICA 

AND SOUTH WEST AFRICA 

I 

I 

By Noel Harford 

VOORT REKKER , the ~ingle-handed racing )'3cht that Bruce Dailing 
second place in the transatlantic race last month, is knowledgably 

as a 'ruthless ' racer . 

sailed to 
described 

.J:n her structure, she was 
trimmed down almost to the 
lowest point at which she 
could still be safely sailed . 

Her scantlings, the size or 
her structural components, 
are only 50 per cent of the 
minimum requirements laid 
down by Lloyd's as safety 
rules In building. 
Bruce Dall!ng knew this. 
He knew he had beneath him 

a ruthlessly practical thing, a 
racer as lean and as will!ng 
as a starved greyhound. 

As a greyhound is condi
t ioned to the track , Voortrekker 
was fashioned to fit the sea. 

If you take away the three 
tons of lead ballast, Voor
t rekker weighed only 31 tons. 

Voortrekker was designed 
with that cla.sslc' and expres
sive injunction in mind: ·Never 
surprise the water.' 

Mr. Brian Lella, the techni
cal adviser to the Springbok 
Ocean Racing Trust, says Voor
trekker ·was made strong by 
placing all her strength into a 
stressed-skin structure, m much 
the same way as an a ircraft 
is built. 

Her strength was in lrer 
planking of three different 
layers of Malaysian merantl 
glued together with a fib re
glass coat for binding and 
water-proofing. 

' withstood some fierce Atlantic 
gales proves this. I spoke to 
Bruce Dal!ing and be told me 
the yacht had no structural 
damage at aU.' 
Voortrekker bas a two-bunk 

cabin, also sparely designed. 
Perhaps the only aspect where 
this did not apply was to the 
range and ability of the navi· 
gational equipment. · 

She turned out to be one o! 
the fastest racing yachts o! her 
class. 

Says Brian Lella : 'Under 
extreme racing conditions, she is 
faster than the Sir Thomas 
Lipton ; not only because of her 
weight but because she has the 
best delivery-the best at gettin'g 
the water on her hull behind her. 
This is crucial in racing ; this is 
where you must never surprise 
the water.' 

VOORTREKKER showed a 
t urn of speed in her trials 
when she came up to ·all 
the expectations of her 

builders. 
DALLI.NG WILL BE 

She ·Is half the weight of 
any other equivalent -· sized 
racing yacht, half the bulk 
of the Sir Thomas Lipton, 
her conquerer in the 3.ooo
mile race, which the British 
designers considered an ex
treme type of boat. 

'We were practical and ruth· 
less - and this is not the 
same as being revolutionary
in her design. We did not go 
beyond the bounds of safety 
and the fact that Voortrekker 

Voortrekker had the least sur
prises of all. Bruce Dailing and 
Brian Lella knew she could beat 
them all and she so nearly did. 

BRAVO BRUCE 
WE AT e RATLE_'{ ARE DELIGHTED AT YOUR MAGNIFICENT ACHIEVEMENT. WHETHER OUR 
PRODUCTS HELPED OR NOT, WE ARE SURE THAT OUR ~OOTING FOR YOU DID. 
FROM THE MOMENT OF YOUR DEPARTURE; THROUGH THE RADIO MESSAGE ''FIX 
IT WITH Pi!AnE'( PUTTY'' AND :QURING YOUR LONG SILENCE, WE HAVE BEEN HOLD ING 
OUR THUMBS AND OUR BREATH. WE AND THOUSANDS OF OTHER SOUTH AFRICANS 
ARE PROUD OF YOU. 

Pratley Manufacturing & Eng. Co. (Pty) Ltd. 
LUIPAARDSVLEI: P.O. Box 55; Jackson Stree, Factoria e CAPE TOWN : 304 Albert Road, Woodstock 

PORT ELIZABETH : P.O. Box 3435; Rainbow Terrace, North End. 

men at the helm 
go for the ·go' in 

Hulett's 
·energy-packed 

sugar 

Congratulations, Broce 
Dalling on your magnificent 
performance for South 
Africa I 
HULETTS ARE PROUD'to 
be associated w it h t his 
memorable achievement 

.. 

WELCOMED 
AS A HERO 

SPRI NGBOK Bruce Dailing, second in the solo 
transatlantic race and the handicap winner, is to be 

welcomed back royally at Grainger Bay this afternoon as 
the man who put South A frica on the yachting map. 

Dailing, that modest man of agonising inactivity. He slogged 
the sea, goes to Grainger Bay on when the winds did come, 
to face an overwhelming welcome clocking 11 hours' sleep in the last 
that he might' not feel he had 144 hours of the race and falllng 
earned. But can every other finally to catch Williams or win 
South African be wrong? within the 12-hour penalty he 

D ai .11 n g was competitive had incurred. 
enough dearly to have wanted He admits he was dej ected, as 
to win the single-handed trans- anyone would be. He was so 

by Noel Harford 
atlantic race. He Is human close; and four years is a long 
enough to be disappointed with time to wait for another try. 
his second placing and h and!- If Bruce Dailing thinks he 
cap WIIL failed, he will find out this after
His disappointment is personal, noon, and at t he other many 

though also wider than that. He receptions awaiting him, that It 
posse-d a sense of obligation to was a failure of some mag
his spollSOr& and supporter& and nificance. 

WELCOME HOME To· 

VOORTREKKER 
AND 

from 

CARST & WALKER CHEMICALS 
(PTY.) LIMITED 
(and their distributors) \ 

Agents for . 
CIBA (A.R.L.) LTD. DUXEORD, ENGLAND 

manufacturers of 
AERODUX WOOD GLUES 

used exclusively in VOORTREKKER 
even the unin!tlate\i public,;------;---::;-------_.'...:~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
which only ~\l .,...JiL.'.!1. .W i 
race perhaps coul d just ify: l 

Set aflame 
He will find this aftemooon, if 

he does not know now, just how 
much the people - from the 
informed yachtsman aware of 
the nuances of llls performance 
to the man-in-the-street to whom 
yachting is Bruce Dail ing -
think he did discharge that 
obligation. 

He will come to find how he 
set aflame the pulse of the 
people; how his endurance and 
determinat ion woke a heart
racing interest in a sport that 
for many was only a Sunday 
afternoon backdrop in Table 
Bay. 

Bruce Dailing, who turns 30 in 
August, has said the race has 
changed him deeply. He will 
carry the Impressions of those 
27 days with him for ever. 

Perilous moments 
He will remember the long, 

fat iguing hours as he fought to 
keep the slim-hulled Voortrekker 
beating into the wind and seas; 
the snatched hours of sleep in 
damp clothes and bedding. 

There will be the perilous 
qioments be crept on to the 
h'eaving deck of Voor trekker to 
lash down equipment when 35ft. 
waves exploded all about him, 
when the wind was so strong 
that it would have been tricky 
walking in it on Adderley 
Street. 
His own blood, from lacerated 

hands, made a vivid contrast once 
on his oilskins with the white
churned and charging seas. 

And all the time the other 
nagging wor ry: Where were the 
others? Was be leading, and by 
how much? 

Lay becalmed 
Dailing made up 200 miles to 

catch Geoffrey Williams in the 
Sir Thomas Lipton. Then came 
his moments of frustration and 
the decision which be considers 
cost him the race and won It for 
Williams. 

He went on a southerly course 
off Newfoundland while the 
Briton took the n or therly t rack; 
Dailing lay becalmed for th~ee 
days-Williams found a working 
wind to push him a long. 
For a man of his intensity, 

those must h ave been days of 

Welcome 

Ph a ta : David Baker 

home B~uce .Oalling 
Voortrekker 

Congratu\lations on a mag
nificent achieve·ment from the 
African Wire Ropes Group of 
Companies who contributed the 
st a n d i n g r i g g.i n g for So u th 

o. Africa,s gallant ~etch. 
. \ 

THE AFRICAN WIRE ROPES GROUP OF COMPANIES 
Hag gie Son & Love (1936) Ltd Rand Ropes ltd Wirex (Pty) Ltd AWA (Cape) Ltd AWA (Natal) Ltd AWR (Rhodesia) Ltd AWR (Zam bia) Ltd 
National Wire Corporation of SA ltd General Wire Co (Pty) Ltd Timberways (Pty) Ltd Rosslyn Steel & Wi re ln~u str i es .(Pty) Ltd 

....- . 
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DALLING'S DARING 
THRILLED ALL1 

SOUTH AFRICANS 
By STEVE SHAPIRO 

I T took 27 days in June for the sports-conscious, hero-cra~y people of South Af!ica to 
find a new symbol : the same time it took Bruce Dall mg to cross 3 ,200 miles of 

angry Atlantic in the yacht Yoortrekker. , 
In those four weeks rugby, 

politics and world affairs were 
churned into the wake of a 
50ft. racing yacht bearing the 
Springbok emblem. 

To the thousands of South 
Africans who kept their ears 
glued to radio sets and their 
eyes sweeping the newspapers, 
'Dailing - that fellow who 
sailed to England a few 
months ago for a yacht race,' 
became 'Bruce - our racing 
yachtsman, who almost won 
the single-handed tr ans • 
atlantlc race.' 
The bearded mariner did not 

travel alone across the Atlantic 
- he took with him sporting 
South Africa, that force which 
wins rugby test matches, breaks 
world records and when it 
loses - keeps trying again 
until It wins . . . Mr. and Mrs. 
John Citizen and family. 

STANDSTILL 
And right through June the 

people were eating and sleeping 
Bruce Dalling. · 

The day the race ended -
:June 28 - Cape Town came to 
a near standstill. 

crowds lined the pavements had seen nothing llke it in 34. 
of Adderley Street watching years of peace and war. 
for tele-news Hashes from And then when South 
the top of the Sanlam Africa was told that Bruce 
building on the Foreshore. Dailing and V oortrekker were 
Others carted around their second in the race, for a 
transistor radios (previously short while the mood 
used only by their · teenage changed. 
daughters for pop music) and For a short while they 
snatched up · newspapers as became . angry. The anger was 
soon as they came on to the not directed at BL"uce Dalllng 
streets. or his yacht - on the contrary, 
'Any news on Bruce? ... Is 

v oortrekker in yet ? . . . Can 
he make lt in Wllliams's 
penalty time?' 

These were the questions 
asked at lunch counters, in 
olllces and pubs, and on the 
streets. The nation was single 
minded. 

NOTHINC LIKE IT 
The Argus switchboard was 

jammed. About 30 to 40 calls a 
minute were coming through, 
30 to 40 English and Afrikaans, 
Black and White South 
Africans a minute, pleading for 
the latest news of t.he race. A 
senior switchboard operator, 
Miss N. E. McOaffog, said she 

it was technical progress, the 
mother of the oeomputer which 
guided Geoffrey Williams to 
victory, that caused this short
lived wrath. 

THEY PRAYED 
South Africa had been 

through 27 days o! anxiety and 
excitement as Their yachtsman, 
relying on his own skill an_d 
tenacity, had weaved hlS 
magnificent craft through the 
mountainous swells of 3,200 
miles of dangerous Atlantic 
Ocean. They held their breaths 
when his craft was damaged, 
they prayed when no word was 
heard from him for more than 
a week and they 'held thumbs' 
when he was thought to be In 
the lead. , I 

After going through all this, . ' 
South Africa felt robbed - by / 
a computer! 

But soon the sporting spirit 
won through. Bar-room volc9s 
were no longer raised in ang,r. 
South African sportsmen were 
prepared to make a conce1\5lon 
-Geoffrey Williams mlgh~1have won the single-handed 1 trans
atlantic yacht race~ for 
computer-assisted craf~., but In 
the REAL race of Man and 
Yacht, Bruce Dal.Jing and 
Voortrekker took . all the 
honours! " 

11 

billowing in 
a fresh breeze, Voor
trekker shows her paces 
during her trials in Table 
Bay before she left Cape 

Town for ~lymouth . 

.. 

Congratulations 
BRUCE DA-LL·ING ·I 

Manufactured by 
THE AFRICAN CLOTHING (E(7sign) LIMITED 

Hyde St. •. Cape Town 

DALLINC WATCHES as a painter paints the Springbok/ 
emblem on the bow of the Voortrekker at Plymouth 

before the race. 

' ·------~--~~;:.;__~--------------~ .. · 

j Pleasure maker 
BRAVO 

I 

.I 
I 

Bruce Balling_ . " 
well done Voortrekker 

. I 

FROM
1 

TH~ SPIRIT OF 

/CUTTY SARK 
ITHE SEAFARER'S MATE 
J 
! 

, . 

BRUCE DALLINC congratulates Ceoffrey Williams, the British schoolteacher who 
won the single-handed yacht race from Plymouth to Newport. 

BACK WELCOME 
BRUCE DALL/NG . 

AND 

VOO_RTREKKER 

The Builders 
" 

THESENS of llYSIA 

Racing a yacht single-handed across the Atlantic must be a 
great experience. If you know what -you' re about. It takes a l~t of 

courage and know-how to successfully complete that gruelling 
course. 

Yet ever so often a man needs to relax a little; and stow the 
foresail. Bruce Dailing had the answer. Voortrekker , was well stocked 

with South Africa's own pleasure maker-CASTLE LAGER! 

well done on a great 
performance ! 
Castle's the bright-brew lager for 
people under the sun. The right kind 
of beer for our kind of life. 

The beer with the 
taste that 
can't be copied . 

,.. 

--
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