
MIKl: ll HILD 'fl . I. , aged 32 and 30, of lansthal (South Coa t), tudy their navlga
tlonal charts, plotting their course for their world cruise ln their self-built trimaran Auda· 
dous. The couple with their young son Bradley, 8, intend to set sail from Durban in December. 

. 
t' TWO YEARS of hard 

.. t l is nearing an end. 
Two years of sacrifice is 
almost complete. For two 
years now Mike and Hilda 
Timm of Clanthal, Natal 
South Coast, have spent 
every spare minute of 
every day building their 
36-footer trimaran Auda
cious for the forthcoming 
world cruise. 

The Timms plan to start 
on the first leg of their 
journey in December. The 
trimaran will be ready for 
trial runs sometime this 
month. 

Mike and Hilda Timm lllOld 
their house in Kitwe and went 
to live in a caravan at Clans
thal. For the last two years 
they have been ploughing in 
their profits, their time, end
lE!fJS patience and energy into 
the building of their dream 
boat to a<:eomplish their life'• 
ambition - a world cruise. 

11Lif J 1n a caravan has certain
ly diven us good traln:ing for 
living in a confined spaoe," sa.id 
Hilda. She has learned to mu
ter all kinds of unfeminine oc
cupations like scraping, paint
ing, sawing and fibre-glassing. 

"I have always been keen on 
IRiling," Mike aaid, .. and Hilda 

likea travelllng. So we decided 
to compromise and build the 
Audacious." 

The Timms are no strangers 
to the sea. Born and bred at 
Port Alfred, their interest in 
sailing came at an early age, in 
the Kowie River. 

"Our first professional effort 
was a 14ft. bay yacht," said 
Mike. "But I' e tried all sorts 
of craft. from mono bulls to tri· 
marans, before 1 settled on the 
plan for Audacious." 

Audacious is no ordinary tri· 
maran. She is the only one in 
Natal that has been built to 
new design and specifications. 

"She has the late t round 
bilge hull," Mike told me. ''This 
m.ak s the craft extremely fast. 
She has to be handled with 
great care. I've also used 
double diagonal planking which 
is the strongest method of con
structi<m, to make her doubly 
safe." 

"Our biggest hold-up has been 
on the motor,'' said Hilda. "For 
extra precaution we decided to 
build in our 8 h.p. diesel aux
iliary motor which is normally 
used as an outboard. This job 
took us three months. 

The craft's vital statistics are 
36ft. by 20f t., she weighs 3 tons 
but only draws 2ft. of water. 

"This will give us unparall
elled accessibility in the coral 
reef area ,'' Mike explained. Au
dacious has three single, and 

THE DAILY NEWS, THURSDAY, JULY 11, 1968 

Two years of hard 
work hut world 

• cruise nears 
Mlllll!!IUllUUIUllWJWJWllUUlllllllUUllUWUUJWllllUllllUIUUUll 

by 
MUFFY HOFFMANN 

lllUUUWlllWUlllllUIWJllUllUUIWIWWUllUllllllllUllllllllHll• 

one double berth. The Timmi' 
son Bradley, aged eight, has hla 
own self-contained compartment 
in the forefront of the craft. 

Mike and Hilda have gained 
valuable experience by crewing 
for friendl at the Point Yacht 
Club. 

Three years ago they were in
volved in a near tragedy. Crew
ing on a 45ft. trimaran - the 
Johannesburg~wned Kayalami 
- the Timma and six othen 
were on a coastal trip from Dlll"
ban to Lourenco Marques. 

The Kayalami hit rough seas 
off the North Coast. The north
easterly gales sprang up and 
forced the trimaran to ditch in 
the Umfolosi River near St. Lu
cia. After three days, the gale
force winds dropped and the 
Kayalami was safely on her way 
once more. 

Mike is busy brushing up on 
his navigational knowledge. He 
is doing a course at the Natal 
College for Advanced Technical 
Education. He feels quite confi
dent about his impending res
ponsibilities for his wife and 
son during their projected five
year crui e. 

"We'll be giving our trimaran 
trial runs up and down the coast 
before we actually set sail in 
December," said Mike. 

The Timms will be spending 
Christmas with their pro pective 
families in Port Alfred - then 
the next stop will be Cape Town. 

"From there we set our ourse 
for Rio de Janeiro" - we want 
to be there in time for the car
nival in February," Hilda t ld 
me with an excited note in her 
voice. 

"She's the one who reads all 
the travel books", laughed Mike. 

.. After that we have a very 
flexible course,'' said Mike. "We 
will be sticking to the southern 
hemisphere, exploring the inter
esting equatorial countries. 

"We intend seeing the West 
Indies, where we'll wait until 

MIKE TIMM takes a reading u;it h. his extant. He 
is busy brushing up on his navigation. 

the hurricane season ls over, 
then on to the Bahamas and 
Hawaii!' There the Timms will 
catch the trade winds to the 
we t coast of North America. 

Australia and New Zealand 
are also on their itinerary. Fin
ally they will meander home
wards through the Indian Ocean 
islands. 

Apart from being chief cook 
and bottle washer and first mate 
to her skipper husband, Hild.a 
will have to be BradleY"s teach· 
er as well. 

..Mind you, he ll certainly get 
a cosmopolitan education.'' com
mented Mike, "for he'll go to 
scllool wherever we anchor for 
a long stretch." 

Young BradleY's reaction to 
his impending adventure is 
quite placid. "In fact be' more 
interested in cars than boats," 
laughed his mother, as Brad 

nonchalantly tinkered around 
with an assortment of cars in 
the trimaran's "kitchen" com
partment. 

Tom Corkhill, who was on a 
ingle-handed cruise from New 

Zealand to S uth America and 
had to ditch his ·craft when it 
brok up in bad seas, has giveIJ 
hi navigational charts to Mike 
and Hilda. 

Nightly these charts are being 
carefully scrutinised u this 
young <X>uple put their heada 
tog ther. 1''-0r, before they leave 
the ·e two reall e they must be 
fully equipped with all know
ledge of what dangera mlaht 
be in store . 

But, with a knowing wink at 
her husband, Hilda - like 
most women - had the lut 
word. "I have every confidence 
in the skipper," she Mid. 
'"That's what oountsl" 


