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ALEC ROSE, the Oh, so 
shy hero who did not 

want any "ballyhoo" on 
his arrival in Plymouth 
after his 28,500-mile 
round-the-world voyage, 
stayed shy yes~rday. 

As 250,000 people waited to 
cheer his return to the town 
he left nearly a year 1 ago; 
he ducked down into the 
cabin of Lively Lady with 
his · wife, Dorothy, ·and was 
not seen again for 25 min· 
utes. 

The reason he sent up to the 
Commander • in • Chief of 
Ports.mouth, whose barge · 
was moored outside, was 
that he was looking for a 
clean shirt. 

But those who know him felt 
certain that he was trying 
to muster sufficient cour· 
age to face his hero's wel· 
come. \. 

l'hen, in a spotless blazer, 
clean shirt and flannels and 
yachting· cap set at a 
jaunty angle he helped Mrs. 
Rose ·on fo the Command· 
er's barge. 

ROCKETS 
Earlier, cannons boomed, red 

rockets soared . and crack· 
led overhead and an arm· 
ada of escort boats hooted 
and sounded their sirens 
as the diminutive craft 
swept gracefully homeward 
along Spithead. 

When the vessels came to a 
halt, there was a 15-second 
welcome-home kiss from 
:Mrs. Dorothy Rose, who 
wore a special navy-blue 
outfit and hat trimmed in 
white for her big day. 

There were greetings a 11 
round before Mrs. Rose 1 

plunged down into the 
cabin and brought up Algy, 
Mr. Rose's white rabbit 
mascot, which she raised 
like a football trophy to 
show the crowd. 

CONTACT 
t 12.30 the conquering hero 
stepped on to the coconut 
matting ramp - his first 
contact with dry land for 
168 days. 
t a specially-prepared dais 
he was handed a ' telegram 
from . Buckingham Palace. 
by the Lord Mayor. It said: 
"Congratulations on your 
magnificent voyage. Wel· 
E.ome home, Elizabeth and 
t"hilip." 
r. Rose said he thought at 
Umes during his trip that 
· e might die. He felt there 
was not much difference 
etween him and eternity. 
'I said my prayers as sin· 
!erely and as hard as r 
:ould. My prayers were 
mswered, and we g o t 
,hrough, the yacht and I." 
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