
Pre_~tige at stake • in next Atlantic. race 
THE pattern of next year's solo Atlantic 

yacht race is already becoming clear. 
First, there'. is going to be a lot of national 
prestige at stake. 

The previous winner, Lieutenant Eric 
Tabarly, is working up his new £30,000 boat 
and approaching any government or private 
resources available to help him win again
" for the navy, for Brittany and for 
France." In Cape Town a consortium is 
building a yacht almost as big as the 
Frenchman's 52-footer, and inevitably she 
will be carrying a good load of republican 
pride. In Britain, at least four yachts are 
being built and there are entries already 

m Italy, the United States, Sweden, and 
orway. 
The prize is obviously attractive. The 
· er of the first .race in 1960, Sir Francis 
·chester, has been enshrined as a 
tional hero. After winning the second 

in 1964, Lieutenant Tabarly was 
adopted by the General and the French as 
a symbol of the new France.frhe next point 
is that the race is . no longer to be . won by 
the type of small standard cruising boat 
that figured in previous entries. 

Tabarly, if not Chichester, ?las made sure 
of that. His aluminium ketch (almost a 
schooner), Pen-Duick III, was designed 
primarily for the race. So was the 49-ft. 
Primrose-designed cutter Axel Heysto III. 

which is now being built by Souters for 
W. L. Higgins from the US Virgin Islands. 

By the standards of only three or four 
years ago the size of these single-handers 
is staggering. When Chichester just topped 
40ft. for his previous Gipsy Moth it was 
thought he had reached the limit of what 
one man could handle. Now 40ft. is on the 
small side. 

The South Africans are bu:ilding a 50-ft. 
ketch; James Wharram is building a 
50-ft. catamaran ; a naval airman. Sub
Lieutenant J. R. L. Williams, is building a 
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53-footer; G. U. Goodbody, from Inverness, 
another; and Alex Caro:a.o, from Venice, 
has entered a unique craft-a 53-ft. 
ketch-catamaran. 

The competition has not deterred some 
owners of smaller craft. Ake Mattson, of 
Sweden, has entered Goodwin Il, a diminu-

• tive sloop of only 19.7ft. The 26.2-ft. ~er, 
Hera is also in, giving the Royal Western 
a puzzle on nationality. The entry came 
from a Mr Alexandre Welsh, writing from 
Norway. 

The Rev. S. W. Pakenham's 32-ft. teteh 
Rob Roy and C. L. Tatro's 32-ft. sloop 

~-' 

I f' , .., , ,'('} " 
:;.. 

Waterlou, from the USA, are in the list 
of twelve who have formally entered as yet, 
but other interesting craft are also known 
to be preparing for the · starting line. 

One is a· long single-hulled boat des,igned 
by Michael Henderson. best known for his 
Miller catamarans. The other is a 43-ft. 
catamaran, Golden Cockerell, designed by 
Rudy Choy, and entered by Bill Howell, 
the Australian dentist from Wimbledon. 

The point of interest about Golden 
Cockerell is that she capsized while racing 
the weekend before last, thus reviving the 
argument that was dying down about the 
safet;J of multi-hulled craft. 

'!be accident-which happened while 
close reaching in a Force 6 wind-has not , 
changed Bill Howell's plans for the 1968 
race. He, some of his crew, and a group of 

1 yachting experts. met yesterday to discuss 
the reasons for the capsize and agreed tbat 1 

a useful lesson had been learnt. The 
catamaran is being repaired at Bembridge. 
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The ~ v. multi hull controversy will 
be continued at a meeting in London this 
evening organised by the Amateur Yacht 
Research Society. One of the speakers is 
Arthur Piver, the trimaran designer from 
California, wlho will &peak about bis 33-ft. 
Stiletto which he intends to enter for the 
Atlantic race. 


