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WORRIED WIFE SAVES THE DAY 

Crew hang 
on as yacht 
capsizes· ·:~':::;· 
Melanie Gosling 

F:
OUR yachtsmen clung 
o the hull of their cap

sized yacht and then 
huddled in their life

raft for more than nine hours 
before they were rescued in a 
gale-force storm with swells 
Sm high and winds gusting up 
to lllkm/h. 

They were on the yacht, 
Gulliver, skippered by Greg ' 
West, 60, of Sedgefield;' and his 
crew Frans Sprung, 76, Shaun 
Kennedy, 34 and Mike Morck, 
64, all of St Francis Bay. They 
were sailing from Langebaan 
to Knysna on Wednesday in 
rough sea and high winds, and 
were trying to outrun the bad 
weather and make Mossel Bay, 
when their boat capsized. 

And it appears that had it 
not been for West's wife, Mar
celle, who contacted Cape 
Town Radio and the National 
Sea Rescue Institute (NSRI) 
when she could not raise her 
husband on his cellphone, the 
four may not have made it. 

NSRI spokesman Craig 
Lambinon said that Marcelle 
had raised her concerns with 
an NSRI volunteer in Knysna, 
who alerted the NSRI in Mos
sel Bay. She also phoned Cape 
Town Radio. "She said the last 
known contact had been when 
the yacht was off Breede River, 
racing towards Mossel Bay," 
Lambinon said. 

The crew let off red dis
tress flares, but apparently no 
one saw them. The yacht's 

emergency position-indicating 
radio beacon did not activate 
when the vessel capsized. 

Usually, this is attached to 
the outside of a vessel and is 
automatically activated if a 
vessel capsizes. Crew member 
Kennedy had to swim under 
the upturned yacht to activate 
it manually, and to release the 
liferaft. When they inflated it, 
it was swept off in the strong 
wind and Kennedy had to 
swim to retrieve it. The yachts
men then got into the liferaft 
where they waited for help. 

Cape Town Radio picked 
up the emergency signal off 
Cape Infanta, just east of De 
Hoop. However, the signal had 
apparently not been registered 
with the Maritime Rescue Co
ordination Centre in Cape 
Town. But because of Mar
celle's phone calls, the author
ities alerted the NSRI. 

"It was a breakneck opera
tion," Lambinon said. "The 
sea was in a horrendous condi
tion .. . And it was very dark." 

When they reached the 
area of the emerg~ncy signal, 
they tried unsuccessfully to 
raise the Gulliver on VHF ra
dio. "We then set off an illumi
nating flare and noticed a 
small flickering light just over 
a mile away, and we motored 
towards the light," the rescue 
crew said. 'M four crew were 
in the liferaft. They were suf
fering from hypothermia." 

The yachtsmen were taken 
to hospital and discharged yes
terday. 
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