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EMPIRE, Louisiana: It could 
have been a turnaround week 
in BP's campaign to convince 
'the public that it is doing every
thing possible to contain the 
damage from the worst off
shore oil spill in US history. 

The company pledged to set 
aside $20 billion (R146bn) to 
help spill victims, and the con
tainment system at the site of 
the crippled well was capturing 
or burning increasing amounts 
of oil. 

Instead, the company faced 
renewed anger at the weekend 
after reports that chief execu
tive Tony Hayward had jetted 
back to England to attend an 
exclusive yachting competition. 

Hayward took Saturday off 
to see his 16m yacht, Bob, com
pete in a race around the Isle of 
Wight off southern England. It 
was a good day for sailing, but 
anger simmered on the steamy 
Gulf Coast, where crude oil is 
still gushing from a blown-out 
well. 

"Man, that ain't right. None 
of us can even go out fishing, 
and he's at the yacht races," 
-said Bobby Pitre, 33, who runs 
a tattoo shop in Larose, 
Louisiana, "I wish we could get 
a day off from the oil, too." 

BP spokesmen rushed to 
defend Hayward, who has 
drawn biting criticism as the 
public face of BP plc's halting 
~ 

Hayward's yachting, lumping 
them together as diversions of 
privileged people who should 
be paying more attention to the 
spill. 

"Orir government, the exec
utives at B.P. it looks like they 
decide to worry about it later," 
said Dwayne Price, a charter 
fisherman. 

White House officials have 
struggled to counter criticism 
of Obama's handling of the 
disaster. An Associated Press
GfK poll released last week 
showed 52 percent now disap-· 
proved of Obama's handling of 
the spili, up significantly from 
last month. DAY OFF:~ sun rises at the start of the JP Morgan Asset Management Round the Island Race on 

Saturday, with BP chief executive Tony Hayward's yacht Bob on the left. Spokeswoman Sheila 
Williams said Hayward took time off to see his boat participate. Picture: AP 

About 80km off Louisiana's 
coast, a newly expanded con
tainment system is capturing 

because "I'd like my life back". or incinerating more than efforts to stop the spill. 
Company spokesman 

Robert Wine said the break was 
the first for Hayward since the 
Deepwater Horizon rig that BP 
was leasing exploded on April 
20, killing 11 ~rkers and set
ting off the undersea gusher. 

"He's spending a few hours 
with his family at a weekend. 
I'm sure that everyone would 
understand that," Wine said. 

He noted Hayward was well 
known as a fan of the JP Mor
gan Asset Management Round 
the Island Race, one of the 
world's largest, which attracts 
more than 1 700 boats and 
16 000 sailors as famous yachts-

men compete with wealthy 
amateurs over a 50-nautical
mile course. 

Bob finished fourth in its 
group. It was not clear whether 
Hayward took part in the race 
or attended as a spectator. 

The boat is valued at nearly 
$700000. 

Hayward had already 
angered many in the US when 
he was quoted in The Times as 
suggesting that Americans 
were particularly likely to file 
bogus claims for compensation 
from the spill. He later shocked 
Louisiana residents by telling 
them no one wanted to resolve 
the J:risis as badly as he did 

· Ronnie Kennier, a 49-year- 3.8 million litres of oil daily, the 
old ~sterman from Empire, first time it has approached its 
Louis:uma, said Hayward's day peak capacity, according to the 
among the yachts showed once Coast Guard. BP hopes that by 
again just how out of touch BP late this month it will keep 
executives were with the suffer- nearly 90 percent of the flow 
ing along the Gulf. from the broken pipe from hit-

"He wanted ·to get his life ting the ocean. 
back," Kennier said. "I guess he More than 450 million litres. 
got it." have leaked already, according 

Meanwhile, President to the most pessimistic federal 
Barack Obama and Vice-Presi- daily flow rate estimates. Oil 
dent Joe Biden enjoyed a round has been washing up from 
of golf near Washington on Louisiana to Florida. 
Saturday, something they have A pair of relief wells consid
done on other weekends since ered the best chance at a per
the spill and a fact not lost o~ f,anent fix will not be com-
users of social netw?rkin:t'pleted until August. . 
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