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Durban's N3 .yacht 
on road to recovery 
MATTHEW SAVIDES 

F
EW MOTORISTS will 
easily forget the sight 
of a massive yacht 
stranded in the middle 

of Durban's N3 on Thursday 
morning, with the vessel's first 
voyage ending not on the 
waterways, but on the highway. 

Now, imagine standing on a 
bridge as your luxury yacht 
gets transported towards the 
ocean, and the horror as the 
vessel fails to emerge from 
under the bridge. 

This was the scenario for 
the Fennessy's owners, who 
were present . when their 
R7.7 million catamaran fell off 
the back of a truck and ran 

11 aground on Durban tarmac. 
For more than 14 hours the 

18-ton, 16m-long luxury vessel ' 
was stuck in the three right
hand lanes, causing havoc for 

Durba;n motorists and anxiety 
for itp owners. 

Royal Cape Catamarans 
owner Ken Bircher said the 
boat's owners did not want to 
be nanied or contacted by the 
media, but confirmed they 
were there when the incident 
took place. Bircher's company 
built the vessel, a design 
known as the Majestic 530. 

"The o\Vner and his wife 
were on Tollgate Bridge, wait
ing for us to come past. They 
saw the police vehicles, but 
their boat did not emerge from 
the other side of the bridge. 
They walked down to where it 
was stuck and were among the 
first people there." 

Despite the vessel skidding 
about 25m as the truck canie to 
a 'stop, damage was minimal. 

Bircher said there was some 
damage to the keels, which 
bore the brunt of the impact 

and dragging, some scratches 
to the boat's underbelly and 
minor daniage from loading it 
back on to the truck. 

Fibreglass has been used to 
cover some areas of damage 
and repainting is currently 
being done. 

Damage 
''All in all I think it' ll cost 

about RIO 000. It's really mini
mal," Bircher said. 

Not only is the damage 
purely cosmetic, it would leave 
the vessel out of the water only 
a week longer than scheduled. 

Repairs will be done this 
week and the boat launched on 
Thursday, after which sea trials 
and various tests will be done -
with the owner and the South 
African Maritime Safety Asso
ciation involved throughout. 

Bircher said the transporta
tion of the vessel on a truck 

down to the harbour wa~ 
standard practice, and this was 
the first time anything like this' 
had happened. 

The boat is placed on "pods'j 
on the back of a truck and tied 
down in various places. i 

As the truck approached the 
uphill under Tollgate Brif 
the driver accelerated, cauS\... 0 

a weight shift and collapsing 
the back two pods. l·' 

'i\fter these pods went, the 
other six just started collapS" 
ing. It was like a domino effect. 
It was lucky it was tied down, 
or it could have come off thd 
back (of the truck) completely,'1; 
Bircher said. ' 

The difficulty was in getting 
the vessel jacked up and move~ 
on to a new truck. i 

Eventually, at 7pm, about 1~ 
hours later, it was loaded and 
its journey to Durban's Bay4 
head area completed. ; 

Every luxury available in 
any colour you choose 
MATTHEW SAVIDES · 

THE class of boat that blocked 
the N3 this week is a luxury 
catamaran - justifiably, consid
ering its appointments. 

Complete with fridge, gas 
stove, oven, microwave, aircon
ditioning, deep freeze, two tf:!le
visions, DVD player and multi
ple sound systems, you could 
well be forgiven for thinking 
that you 're in a fully-fitted 
home and not on a yacht. 

Then consider that it has 
five bedrooms, all en sulte, a 
study, a spacious dining area 
and deck, a bait station for fish
ing and a gas braai. All bed
ding, cutlery, crockery and 

cushions are included and 
according to any colour 
scheme you could imagine. 

Oh, yes, it also has a rubber 
duck. 

"Basically, it's CJ.n apart
ment," says Ken Bircher, the 
owner of Royal Cape Catama
rans, which built the vessel. 

."It comes fully equi,Pped, 
with everything you could 
imagine. We feel that when peo
ple are spending huge aniounts 
of money for a yacht, you want 
it ready to go once it's been 
commissioned. 

"You don't want them to 
spend R500 000 or Rlm kitting 
it out with aircon and other 
luxuries, so this is all standard 

on our boats," he said. .-
The Sunday Tribune took a 

tour of the Fennessy yesterda~ 
and even though it was withou~ 
bedding and other fittings, its 
style and luxury were still 
apparent. I 

A large U-shaped couch 
wrapped around a dining roorri 
table in the open-plan 
lounge/ kitchen area, with a 
flatscreen Sony television on 
the one counter. · I 

On the rear deck, barstool~ 
were perched around tables 
near the braai area. l 

At the front were two net~ 
where you can lounge in th~ 
sun. l 

And all this for R7.7m. j 
l 




