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SA. .. liopes 
high_ at 
Hobie 16 
world 
champs 
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Durban is currently playing host 
to two major international ocean 
races, the Clipper '96 and Hong 
Kong Challenge races, with crews 
from both these enjoying Dur
ban's hospitality and the Point 
Yacht Club's cold beer. 

The \eadj!r of the Clipper race 
had a difficult approach to Durban 
as he made the classic mistake of 
underestimating the power of the 
fast flowing southbound Agulhas 
current, nearly overshooting the 
city, and having to approach from 
a long way offshore. 

The boat, in almost windless 
conditions, came in from a south 
easterly direction, clearly indicat
ing their mistake. The Agulhas 
current is still underestimated 
even by local sailors, and when 
approaching Durban from the 
north east, one has to allow for its 
effect, and cut across it quickly to 
get inshore. 

The Clipper boats leave Durban 
on Friday. · 

Staying on International affairs, 
Kiel Week in Germany started yes
terday. 1503 sailors from 43 
nations are competing in over 20 
different classes. Three South 
Africans are competing in the 
Olympic 49er Class two-man skiff 
dinghy class, and one in the 
Olympic Finn singlehanded 
dinghy dass. 

Alec Lanham-Love and William 
Voermann are competing in the 
49er, while Jan Ainslie will com
pete in the Finns. Both these 
teams ar sing i~ evept in 
which to kick off their Olympic 
campaigns. 

Kiel Week tias some significance 
for us in Durban, as the NCS Regat
ta which· is sailed off the city from 
July 5-12, is to a large degree mod
elled on Kiel Week. Two years ago 
the NCS Regatta changed from 
being a strictly keelboat event to a 
multi-class event in which all 
sailors, of all age groups, sailing 
any class boat, may enter. While 
not on the scale of Kiel Week, the 
NCS Regatta should see some 150 
boats on the water, with about 300 
sailors competing. 

The biggest Class during the 
NCS Regatta is expected to be the 
singlehanded Olympic Laser 
dinghy class which is using the 
event in which to host its national 
championships and a selection 
regatta for the next world champi-
onships. I 

While on the subject of world 
championships, the Hobie 16 
worlds started in Spain over the 
weekend. South African Hobie 
sailors are considered to be 
amongst the most competitive in 
the world, and a strong contingent 
of local sailors should fly the flag 
high. 

Having been pipped at the post 
many times in recent years, this 
might be the year in whlch a 
South African secures the world 
title again. 

If the preliminaries are anything 
to go by, another South African 
World Champion could well be on 
the cards. In the Hobie 16 Master's 
worlds, South Africans Eric and 
Julie Cook of Gauteng, won this 
title, which is competed for prior 
to the main event, this being the 
open world championships. 

A lot is happening on the sailing 
scene both focally and interna
tionally, with there beiilg much 
interest focussed on the Whitbread 
Round-the-World Race which 
starts in September. 

There is a good amount of South 
African interest, with Lynnath 
Beckley being the navigator on the 
women's boat, and a smattering of 
South Africans on others. 
Jonathan Swain, formerly of Dur
ban is confirmed aboard an Amer
iCan entry. 

But watch this space for new~ ·of 
a rumoured late South African 


