
~OGVl\::J~ : 

,~:~: ... ~ .. !!. ~~~.~~~~~~C:.!:., I 
Office 23, 2nd Floor. 57 Pine Street. Durban. 4001 

Phone 370403 Fax 374307 Telegraphic Address: "NE WSCUT" 
·-- .. _ ilL ,.,.,- . :an -

Date V ;J JUN 1997 
·, ,'~i ·! l~l. t '· . l ' 

• • r,Y Prl• te r• 112 

- - -

'Saili~g in Da Gama's wake 
An intrepid sailor "admires 
the old navigators for the men 
they were", writes a DAILY 
NEWS REPORTER. 

PORTUGUESE yachtsman 
Manuel Martines, who is 
retracing the historic voy
age of Vasco da Gama, 

plans to make a television pro
gramme about his adventure out 
at sea. 

The modern-day adventurer 
who sailed into Durban this week 
is something of a legend in his 
own right. 

Mr Martines is following the 
route of Vasco da Gama, who was 
the first European to reach India 
by the sea route around Africa. 

· He is the first yachtsman to follow 
in the famous navigator's foot
steps for 500 years. 

He said he was the first 
Portuguese person to sail around 
the world single-handedly in 
1989. He wrote a book about his 
voyage of six years ago, and said 
he was still considering compil-

ing a photographic book about his 
current trip. 

"But I've brought my video cam
era along and will be making a 
TV programme," he said. 

Portuguese-born Mr Martines, 
who is on unpaid leave from his 
job as chief purser with a 
Portuguese airline, set sail in his 
yacht, Casvic, last November, on 
his histor.ic jQurney that will 
cover almost 48 OOOkm and take 18 
months to complete. 

Admir"tion 
"I admire all the navigators for 

the men they were and the way 
they did things," he said. 

"Going to sea was a very diffi
cult then. They had a terrible 
time; knew nothing ·about naviga
tion; didn't know where the sea 
finished and couldn't find longi
tude. There was no cartography, 
and although they didn't have 
today's technology, had good trips 
and showed the world some
thing." 

Even modern-day voyagers had 

to be wary of the weather, partic
ularly on the South African coast 
when 55-knot gales could come up 
within 10 minutes, he said. 

Mr Martines, who has been 
joined on the South African leg of 
his trip by his Cape 1'own friend 
and crew, Patricia Egglestone, 
will be in Durban until June 20, 
and will help the local 
Portuguese community celebrate 
Portuguese Day on June 10. 

Then he will head for Maputo, 
via Richards Bay, sail to Tanzania 
and Kenya before making the 
"big trip" to India. 

He will be joining the interna
tional fleet taking part in the 
Round the World Yacht Rally - it · 
is commemorating Da Gama's 
voyage - once back in South 
Africa in December. The Durban 
visit is of special local signifi
cance as Da Gama discovered and 
named Natal on Christmas Day 
five centuries ago. 

The legendary yachtsman will 
then be another five months at 
sea before returning to Lisbon 
and a hero's homecoming. 

PICTURE: PtlRI DEvJEE, 

MARVELLOUS MANUEL: Modern-day mariner Manuel Martines and his 
South African crew Patricia Egglestone on the yacht Casvic, retrace Vasco 
da Gama's historic expedition to India. 




