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SAFE IN PORT: Portuguese round-the-world yachtsman Manuel Gomez Martins, who arrived in Durb?ii 
this week. -S-- '- btt 1'7 .., C"'f\.' .A\, 

Consul 
to keep 
yachtsman 
company. 
PATRICK LEEMAN 

ROUND-TIIE-WORLD yachtsman 
Manuel Gomez Martins, following 
in the wake of early Portuguese 
explorer Vasco da Gama, will have 
a travelling companion on the leg 
from Durban to Maputo at the end 
of the month. 

He is the Portuguese consul in 
Durban, Dr Manuel Gomez Sam
uel, who has volunteered to "find 
his sea legs" to commemorate the 
sooth anniversary of the discovery 
of Natal by Da Gama, as well as his 
historic journey to India. 

Mr Martins admitted in an inter
view in Durban yesterday that he 
had frequently became scared on 
his historic crossing from Llsbon 
to Rio de Janeiro, and then to Cape 
Town and Durban. 

He said it had been a great feel
ing to be on terra firma in Durban 
yesterday. 

Mr .Martins's final destination is 
Goa on the west coast of India, but 
he plans to be back in Durban on 
Christmas Day - the day, half a 
millennium ago, when the intre
pid Portuguese seaman first sight
ed Natal. 

Unlike the sailors of 500 years 
ago, he is well provided with nour
ishing food and water. 
, Although he has all the elec
tronic help he needs, Mr Martins 
says such technology cannot 
always be relied upon at sea and he 
is often forced to rely on his own 
resources. 

Never . bored, the seafarer says 
the way to handle a long trip such 
as the one he has undertaken is to 
plan the day in minute detail. 

For relaxation, he catches fish 
that really do smack of the sea. Mr 
Martins reads voraciously, writes 
and listens to music. 

For Dr Samuel, this will be the 
experience of a lifetime and is 
quite a departure from his routine 
consular duties. 


